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£tat« or gluutt island trad grovMtaw glantation*. 

Secretary's Office, Providence, | 
December 9th, 1861. J 

i the Honorable General Assembly:— -- 

Gentlemen : — In compliance with chapter 7(5 of the Revised 
Statute, the Eighth Annual Report relating to the Registry of 
Births, Marriages and Deaths in Rhode Island, during the year 1860, 
is respectfully submitted. 

A committee of the Rhode Island Medical Society has annually 
been appointed for the purpose of rendering such assistance as may bo 
necessary in executing the provisions of the law. With the approval 
of this committee, the returns were placed in the hands of Edward 
A. Crane, M. D., of Providence, the writer of the last report, who 
has superintended the work of tabulation and contributed the remarks 
which follow. 

Many interesting facts and important principles are presented in 
connection with the vital movements of our populations, in the present 
report, while the results of registration are becoming, from year to 
year, more valuable, as the h'eld of observation is extended, and the 
returns increase in accuracy and completeness. 

Although the returns arc made more complete every year, there 
are, nevertheless, some towns in which there is still room for improve- 
ment. The larger cities and towns are, in all their parts, far more 
complete than those whose population is small, and in which, it is to 
be supposed, the returns would be more complete. Thus, the cities 
of Providence and Newport, and the large and populous towns of 
Sniithhcld, North Providence, Warwick and Cumberland, exhibit a 
completeness in their details which might be adduced as examples for 
some of the smaller towns to follow. 

The records of marriages are mere perfect than the other returns, 
but not entirely so. These are made by the clergy and by them given 
to the town clerks. But it is in the records of births and deaths that 
the returns are moat deficient. I bad occasion, last year, to mention 



INTRODUCTORY. 

the incompleteness of the returns from tlic town of Scituate, a 
gret tliat I am compelled to call the attention of the General Ass 
bly again to the deficiencies apparent in the returns of deaths in 1 
town. With a population of 4,251, Scituate returns hut twenty-tb 
deaths, among which are hut four infants. This number is plai 
erroneous, for, if the mortality in tins town is in the same ratio to t] 
in other parts of the State, it should he about sixty -four. Again, t 
towns of Jamestown, Middletowu and New Shoreham return i 
aggregate of but eight deaths in the year, from a population amoi 
ing to nearly 3000, a number which is evidently short of the a 
mortality. 

There are also a tew towns which have failed to return the names 
of the children horn ; this may be no fault of the town clerks, but is 
probably owing to the fact that the children had not received their 
names when the returns were made. The towns of Exeter, Westerly 
and New Shoreham are most deficient in this respect, the former not 
having returned the name of a single child horn during the year. In 
this case, we can hardly suppose none of the children were named 
when they were registered, but that it was owing to the neglect of the 
person who made the registration. I have written to the town clerks 
whose returns of births are so incomplete, and begged them to correct 
them, if possible, even at this late day, that the names of the children 
born may be recorded. 

The importance of a complete registration is now greater than ever. 
When the present war is over, and the widows and children of those 
who have laid down their lives in defence of their country, apply for 
pensions and bounty lands, the registration returns must be resorted 
to for the evidence required by the government, of marriages and 
births. So in the distribution of property of deceased persons, these 
returns are of the utmost importance. Had our present admirable 
system of registration of births, marriages and deaths been in operation 
during the war of the revolution, and that of 1812, some hundreds of 
thousands of dollars would have been saved to the people of this State, 
and hundreds of families, which for years struggled in adversity, would 
have been made comfortable during their lives. Already these records 
have been resorted to, to prove marriages where parties have been 
killed in the existing rebellion, whose families have applied i'orpensioi 
Respectfully submitted bv 

JOHN B. UAKTLETT, 

Secretary of State. 
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Table II. BIRTHS. 1860. 

Showing the number of living children bom of each m, in each month of the 
gear, in the eeceral division* of the State. 
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Male, 


186 
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Not stated, 


2 












2 




Total, 


868 


is 


33 


39 


113 


134 


36 


July 


Hale, 


174 


3 


22 


21 


52 


57 


19 
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16 




Female, 


210 


5 


25 


24 


66 


70 


20 
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423 
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TahlbIV. MARRIAGES. 1860. 
Arranged by months, and divitione of the Stale. 



January . . 
Fi'lirnary 
March . , . . 

May . . . . 
June . . . . 

Mr 

August . . . 
Si-|itL*iiilier 
October . . 
November . 
December . 
Total 
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Tabus V. AGES OP PERSON'S MARRIED. I860. 

[Read thus: 68 men, under twenty, married women under twenty; II! 
men, under twenty, married women between twenty and twenty-five ; 270 mm, 
between twenty and twenty-five, married women under twenty, SfC.~\ 
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Under 20 

20 and under 25 
25 " 30 
30 " 35 
85 " 40 
+0 " 45 
45 " 50 
50 " 55 
55 " 60 
60 " 65 
Ii5 " 70 
70 " 75 
75 " 80 
80 " 85 
Hat stated 


68 
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72 
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5 
1 

1 


16 
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1 
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87 
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183 
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Whole num)*r (jf 
Women 
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295 
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1.748 
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Table VI. DEATHS. 1860. 



HONTHS. 
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February .... 
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April 
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November 



December 



Aggregate .... 



SEX. 
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Female, 

Total, 
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Male, 

Female, 

Total, 
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Female, 
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Male, 

Female, 
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94 
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85 

173 
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Table VII. DEATHS. 18C0. 
Showing the number of each sex toho died in each period 
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Male, 
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Table VII. DEATHS. 1860. 

of life, in every town and division of the State. 
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2 


'j 


i 


2 
1 


9 


4 
1 


8 


^ 








17 


60 


95 






1 


4 




1 




1 


S 


5 


? 










24 


41 


'2 


l 


4 


2 


ft 


b 


2 


t 


a 


1 




1 






67 






a 


4 


8 


8 




b 


2 


8 


y 


s 


ft 










7« 




5 


5 


12 


8 


5 


6 


4 


6 


ii 


6 


5 


! 










146 


9 


1 




2 




1 






1 


1 


1 






1 


16 






1 




2 
3 


1 




1 


1 

1 


1 

1 


'ft 


1 


1 






1 


27 


17 


33 


2 

1 


2 
1 




1 


1 


1 


i 


1 


2 


1 
2 
1 


i 


1 






S 


28 
fi 


5ft 
15 


V 


V 


* 


1 


4 


4 


4 


4 


1 


v 


i 






1 


7« 






2 


1 




2 


1 




A 


J 


S 


1 




1 








51 


135 


6 


H 


11 


4 


h 


6 


8 


ft 


) 


5 


« 






2 


IBt 






5 


4 


2 


3 


8 


1 


b 


ft 


6 


4 


l 


2 


2 


1 




110 






■j 




7 




7 




in 


1? 






9 


. 












2 


2 


1 
1 

1 


1 
1 


1 
1 

1 
2 


1 
1 

1 


2 

i 
l 

i 


1 
1 


1 

4 


l 


1 






31 
3 
5 


35 

n 


OB 
16 




























2 


























i 










1 


3 


s 


3 


4 


A 


A 


2 


-1 


, i 


4 




i 


2 






71 






1 


ti 


4 


B 


% 


8 


3 


6 


11 


6 


2 


1 


1 






89 


160 




1 


2 


l 
1 


I 


2 


i 
1 


1 
1 

'a 


5 

3 
2 


1 


1 


1 






13 
11 


14 
11 


27 


1 


I 


1 


1 


1 


f 


) 


•t 


11 


t 


( 


J 






136 






1 


6 


8 


7 


6 


6 


5 


12 


14 


13 


8 


a 


1 






163 




8 


11 


12 


16 


LS 


12 


12 


l! 


24 


16 


6 


r 


1 
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Table VII. DEATHS. 1860. Continued. 



TOWNS 

4ND DIVISIONS or THE 

State. 



Burrillville 
Cranston . . 



Cumberland . . . 



Foster . - . 
Glocester 
Johnston . 



North Providence 
Scituate 



Smithfield 



Towns in Pro- 
vidence 



Pro- ) 
e Co.) 



Providence ) 
(City.) J ' 



SEX, 



Charlestown 
Exeter ........ 



Hopkinton 



North Kingstown 
South Kingstown 



Richmond 



Westerly 



Washington Co. 



Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Total, 

Male, 

Female, 

Total, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Total, 



u 
a 



I .5 



o 



7 
8 

18 
5 
6 

13 
1 
1 
1 

• • 

3 
8 
24 
25 
1 
3 

13 

7 

73 

70 



CO 

s 



3 
1 



s 

CO 



9i 4. 2 



10 
1 

7 
1 
1 



5 

5 

9 

11 



1 

9 



1 
1 
1 

2 

1 

10 

5 



3 
3 
2 

1 



1 



144 

110 
97 



207 

o 
3 



7 
6 

36 
40 



76 

53 
59 



1 
o 



2 

O 

24 8 



1 
1 



15 



39 

20 
17 



112 37 



• * ' ■ • 



8 
3 
5 
4 
1 
4 

• • 

4 
17 
18 

35 



3 

1 
. * 
1 
4 
1 
2 
1 

• w 

7 
6 

13 



1 



9 



s 



2 

f3 



O 

2 



1 



1 



o 

s 

i 






1 



1 
6) 



3 
4 



o 



6 



1 
1 

6 



4 

4 
16 
8 ! 16 



8 3 

2 S 
5 S 



3 
1 

i 

i 



1 
1 
3 
3 
5 
3 



2 
3 



3 
8 



1 

i 



l 

2 
•*> 

2 
1 



6 



i 
12 



1 

1 3 

2 4 
11 
16 



3 

a* 
1 

4 
10 



»-' 



1 
o 

8 
15 
33 



1 
1 
2 

4 

1 

3 
1 
3 



2 
1 
1 
2 



1 

• * 

2 
5 
1 
2 
4 
4 
12 12 



4 
6 



18 



17 



13 



13! 32 



15 



15! 8 23 



16 



19 



6 



27 i 48 

! 

i 

17J 21 
16! 18! 35 



30 



16 



28 



13 17 



28! 23; 39; 22 
1 



1 
1 
1 
3 



1 

* 

4 

4 

8 



1 
1 
1 
3 



2 
1 
2 

• 

1 
6 



13 



35 



56 



29 



42 



23 



40 



o: 



1 



• • 


3 


1 


• * 


• * 


1 

1 





1 


t • 


1 


* * 


2 1 


1 


1 


• • 


1 


3 


5 


• w 


1 


• • 


1 2 


• • 


4 


1 


• • 


1 


i • • 


• •i 1 








1 


..1 2 


• # 


1 


1 


1 










2 


. . 1 


2 


11 


3 




2 


m0 




6 


10 


3 


1 


6 


4 


8 


21 


6 


3 


8 


9 



1 

2 

1 
1 
1 
1 

# 

5 
3 

8 



DEATHS. 13 

Table VII. DEATHS. 1860. Continued, 





9 
S 
9 


a 

a 


1! 


3 

a 


4- 
a 




1 
S 






s 


a 
s 


1 

£ 


1 
a 


TOY..,. 


a 

a 


8* 
3 


a 
S 


i 




1 


a 

4 
4 
9 

i 

i 
l 

2 
4 
3 

( 

5 

is 
20 


■ 

's 

I 

1 

1 
1 

'e 

E 
8 

i 

21 

10 


1 

- 

: 

4 
1 
] 

1 
1 
1 
■- 
1 
f 
4 

2 
17 
15 


8 

S 
1 

1 
1 

3 
4 
1 
1 
3 
1 
13 
10 


■" 
a 

i 

2 
2 

4 

12 

8 


1 

's 

4 
2 

! 

S 

4 
3 

1 

4 
3 
21 

l'J 


: 
s 

: 
1 

T 
1 

~i 
l 
1 
3 
6 
13 
18 


' : 
s 

5 
1 

S 
1 
£ 

1 
i 

V 
12 


I 
1 
1 

8 
6 

■i 

2 
8 
7 
13 


- 

: 

i 

i 
l 

l 

a 
e 

14 


1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
3 
3 
6 


1 

i 
1 

1 

i 

i 
l 

6 




1 

2 
i 

2 
2 


24 
7'4 
41 
16 
13 

41 

9 

76 

369 


20 
51 
63 
18 
11 
29 

11: 
14 
79 

898 


44 
123 
104 
34 
24 
56 
204 
23 
155 




30 

23 
24 


44 

13 
19 


23 

16 
16 


20 

IS 
18 


33 

18 
17 


31 

IT 
15 


28 

8 
20 


20 

1! 
21 


■4i 

li 
8 


9 

:i 
7 


I 

2 
8 


2 
1 


4 








29 
19 


473 


528 






B 

1 

1 


32 

1 
1 

2 

4 


32 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 
7 


30 

2 

1 

4 
2 

1 
1 

1 

8 
4 


35 

1 

1 

1 

i 

2 

1 

4 
8 


32 
1 

4 

■1 

3 

1 

5 
6 


4s 

2 

1 

8 
5 

1 

1 
1 

9 
7 


40 
1 

1 
2 
4 

1 

5 

x 


18 

1 

3 
3 
S 
4 

1 

7 
8 


10 

1 

1 

1 
1 

2 


B 

1 
1 

1 
1 


8 

1 

3 

1 

3 








1,001 

15 

10 
28 
67 
69 
23 
23 


1 

1 

1 

2 

1 


2 
2 


10 
8 
14 
47 
29 
11 
14 
122 


5 
2 

14 
30 
40 

14 
HI 
113 




4 i 




7 






18 






2 
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RECAPITULATION. 



1 

COUNTIES. 


SEX. 


hi 

•3 

c 

p 
17 


5 


CO 

1 


s 

CO 

• • 


10 

s 

1 


5 to 10. 

CO 


10 to 15. 


15 to 20. 




s 
3 


80 to 86. 


Bristol County. 


Males, 


.1 4i 5 


1 

2 




Females, 


8 


5 


1 


1 


1 


2 


. . 6; 4 

! 


1 


2 




Total, 


25 


10 





1 


2 


5 


.., 10 : 9 

: 1 
! 


4 


4 


Kent County> . . 


Males, 


27 


11 


6 




• • 


3 


. . t)i 


5 


1 




Females, 


2C 


9 


3 


• • 


1 


1 


4 8 5 


6 


4 




Total, 


53 


20 


9 


2 


1 


4 


4 13l 10 

■ 


11 


5 


Newport County 


Males, 


29 


12 


1 


5 


1 




Ad 


2, 7i 6 


» • 


6 




Females, 


23 


12 


4 


7 


2 


8 


2 6 i 4 

, 1 


7 


4 




Total, 


52 


24 


mm 




12 


3 


10 


4 ; 13 

1 
1 


10 


7 


10 


Providence Co. . 


Males, 


184 


89 


44 


21 


20 


32 


13 1 28 


36 


25 


29 




Females, 


167 


99 


32 


24 


16 


39 


28' 34 


68 


47 


39 




Total, 


351 


188 


76 


45 


36 


71 


41 1 62 


104 


72 


68 


Washington Co. 


Males, 


17 


7 


4 


6 





11 


3 





2 


5 


5 




Females, 


18 


6 


4 


i 


6 


10 


3 


1 


6 


4 


3 




Total, 


35 


13 


8 


13 


8 


21 


6 


3! 8 

I 
1 


9 


8 


Whole State. . . 


Males, 


274 


124 


56 


34 


24 


51 


18 


1 
i 

46j 54 


38 


43 




Females, 


242 


131 


44 


39 


26 


60 


37 


55! 87 


65 


52 




Total, 


5161255 


100 


73 


50 


111 


55 


1011141 


103 


95 



RECAPITULATION. 





* 


3 

s 


S 


S 
5 


8 

5 


s 
s 


& 


S 


38 
& 
8 


s 
s 

8 


s 


1 

i 

a 


i 


mu. 


3 

3 
& 


1 


1 


| 


2 

a 


l 
4 


4 
8 


2 
6 


6 


:: 
3 


2 


:; 
3 


9 


1 
5 


5 


1 






67 


79 




5 

6 
5 


.0 

S 

4 


12 

11 
'2 


8 

4 
3 


5 

5 
3 


6 

6 

1 


4 

6 
6 


6 
5 


11 

7 
5 


6 

5 
4 


6 

3 

1 


1 

2 


2 


2 
1 


128 


111 


146 




7 

& 
6 


13 

4 

8 


7 

9 
7 


8 

6 
6 


7 

6 
6 


11 
5 


Hi 

7 
12 


12 

10 
14 


9 

3 
13 


4 

3 
3 


3 
2 


2 

i 


i 








1 


136 


163 






11 

43 
34 


30 
34 


K 

29 
26 


12 

24 
26 


1-- 

89 
29 


IS 

30 
33 


19 

24 
32 


24 

26 
84 


16 

16 
22 


i 

6 
13 


5 

3 

8 


1 

2 
1 










47 
39 


-s 


842 


926 






77 
2 


64 
4 


55 

7 
2 


50 

8 



68 

4 
8 


63 

5 

6 


56 

9 
7 


60 

5 

8 


38 

7 

8 


19 

1 
2 


ll 

1 
1 


3 

1 
S 


4 
2 








2 
1 


122 


113 






i 

54 

48 


4 

53 
52 


1 

51 
44 


12 

48 
39 


7 

58 
42 


ll 

50 
51 


48 
59 


11 

50 
70 


1." 

32 
52 


3 

13 
24 


2 

8 
13 


4 

8 

7 


2 

8 
3 








69 
49 


129.' 


1391 




108 


102 


lOf 


!l; 


S7 


i()l 


llll 


HIT 


120 


84 


37 


■21 


10 


! 
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Table X. OCCUPATIONS AND AGES AT DEATH. 18G0. 







AGES AT DEATH. 






OCCUPATIONS. 


8 

© 

s 


1 . 

!• 

I o5 


is 

1 o 

1 


i 

i 

e 

a 


'. © 

1- 

: s 

I 3 

i 


S 

o 

© 
1 


8 

3 

• • 

1 

• • 

• « 

• • 


8 

o 

s . 


Architect 


i 


Baker 






lj 2 


l 


i 

1 


Banker . , 






i 


Barber 


1 


• • 

3 


1' 

4i a 


1 


3 

1 
1 


i 


Blacksmith 


I 


Boatbuilder 




l 


..1 
i 


Boarding house keeper . . 
Bookkeeper 


* • 


1 

1 




• • 


• • 

l 

• • 

8 

r • 


• • 

! 








Brickmaker 






l 




1 


Butcher 




1 

• • 

3 


1 


1 


1 


Carpenter 


1 

1 

4 

7 


•• 

3 

1 


6 


1 

3 
1 


• • 

4 

• • 


• • i 
i 


Clenrvman 


i 

i 


Clerk 


i 


• 

Collector 


i 

i 


i 


Collier 






1 


1 


• • 

l 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

2 

■ • 

• • 

• • 

4 

• • 

• m 

• • 


Cook . . . , 




1 


• • 


• • 


• • 

1 
1 

• « 

1 

• m 

1 

32 

1 

1 
1 

11 
2 

3 
3 


1 

t • 

• • 
r • 

• • 

1 

• • 

26 

• • 

• * 

• • 

3 

• • 

• • 

1 


CooDer 




Constable 




•■;••!' 




City Clerk 










1 


Cotton SDinner 




1 


• • 


2 


Currier 




Dyer 

Engraver .,.,.,,,.... 

Engineer (civil) f 


1 
1 
1 


1 




1 
1 
1 


• • 


Filemaker , . . . . 


10 


12 


17 
2 


16 


37 



2 

2 
18 

• • 

• • 

1 
4 




2 


1 


• t 


1 
1 

1 

2 

• • 

26 

• • ' 

6 
2 

3 






1 
1 


• • 

1 

• • 

• • 

26 

• • 

• 9 

3 

2 

4 


Gentleman 


Harnessmaker 




Hotel keeper. ..,.,.,.. 
Jeweler 

Lawver , . 


4 
27 


1 

3 

24 

1 

6 

1 

4 


Machinist 


1 
1 


Manufacturer 


Mail aerent 






5 

• 



o 

c 



o 



1 

I 

41 

i! 

i«! 

ii 

l: 

3 
2; 

3 

3! 

li 

25; 

1 

10: 

\ 

o! 
**\ 

1! 
1 
1 
3! 
1 

*>! 

4 

2 

1 

152 
o 

7 
1 
1 
5 
1 
1 
3 
9 
139 
3 
1 

19 
5 
1 

24 



T7| 
223; 

83' 
66| 
791 
55 

77 

158| 

76, 

53! 

45 j 

176' 

158 ! 

25 

1,371 

72 

267; 

44: 

94! 

116 

165 

58 

76 

62 

140 

77 

63 

157i 

172| 

81 

73 

9,514 

90 

354 

53 

72 

295 

36 

42 

139 

324 

6,734 

191 

21 

907 

258 

34 

1.178 



< 

> 



77.00 
55.75 
83.00 
33.00 
49.44 
55.00 
77.00 
52.66 
38.00 
53.00 
45.00 
58.66 
52.66 
25.00 
54.84 
72.00 
26.70 
44.00 
47.00 
58.00 
82.50 
58.00 
76.00 
62.00 
46.66 
77.00 
31.50 
52.33 
43.00 
40.50 
73.00 
62.59 
45.00 
50.57 
53.00 
72.00 
59.00 
36.00 
42.00 
46.33 
36.00 
48.44 
63.66 
21.00 
47.74 
51.60 
34.00 
49.08 
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Tablb X. OCCUPATIONS AND AGES AT DEATH. Contixued. 





AGES AT DKATU. 


1 


ft 

i 




OCCUPATIONS. 


s ! s 

S i 8 


3 , 

3 .5 

S |3 


e 

8 


1 

8 


2 \8 

s a 
. i 


! 


Miller 


i 2 

•i 1 


I 1 1 
]■ :f 


J 

n 
i 

J 

i 

i 
i 


I 


15 

3 


587 

289 
848 
100 
2GG 
24 
37 
111 
888 
245 
24 
GO 
103 
174 
70 
113 
47 
116 
07 
514 
82 
44 
4.'i 
107 
G8 
42 
110 
270 

889 
21 
G3 
70 
G71 
113 
81 
75 
35 
108 
122 
117 
36 
22 
G3 


49.44 
57.80 

56.53 
63.33 


Mulospinner 

Nurse (female) 


1 .. 
1 

8; « 
1 

1 


4 2 
2 1 

I . 


■•:•■••■ »' 

2 

.1 

I.....: 1 
1 .. . .i 2 

1 

2 


24.00 
37.00 
55.50 

37.00 
49.00 
24.00 
60.00 
51.50 
58.00 




R 'gSe<- ! 1 

S -iiir. "■"■-. 

Shoemaker ! ij 2 

PiMcrof Mercy. 2. 


1 
. . 1 


] 
i 
j 


56.50 
47.00 

58.00 


..1 1 

ll 
1 


i 


i 
l 


•' 


1 
2 
1 
2 
2 

J 
1 

1 

II 
2 
t 
2 

2 

4 
2 
1 
1 
1 


57.11 
41.00 
22.00 
43.00 

53.50 




•■!■ 


21.00 
55.00 

54.00 
74.00 
42.00 
55.57 
21.00 
63.00 
70.00 
47.93 


Teacher (female) 

Tinsmith 1: .. 


2 1 

l . 

2 : 1 
1 . . 


Trader 


l! 4 


?:: 


r.. 


















.,.. 


..!.. 


37.50 
35.00 






] 
I 

I 
I 










We*vor (female) ...... 


;i 


1 


'i '.'.C 
1 • 


30.50 
58.50 




I 




Watehman 




03.00 






•ii 


lAGX.~i4i: 8 


li.'Sl 


33,052 


52.19 
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SUPPLEMENT TO TABLE XL 

In the table on tlie preceding page, ;ill those occupations are given which 
funii.-hed three or more deaths from specified causes. The following is a 
Bummary of occupations in which le.is than three deaths imuitpiI from given 
causes. Tabic XI ami supplement include all tlie curies in which the occupa- 
tions, together with the cause of death, was given in our returns — ages under 
twenty, or unspecified, being omitted in both table and supplement. The 
whole number of cases is 612. 

AgCHt, />.-■;■.,. 



H!..,!.|-.,irir..|-, rf.H.'.j..;..r,jji,v. 

BoatbuMer, Ca.nct'. 
Broker, KiiMrys, IH-.-ts. ..;. 



Cook. Consuwrplimi, fllil Age. 
Cooper, Cystitis, Old Aee. 
Cullli-i, dnotmptiox. Pneumonia. 
Ckr Clerk, Consumption. 
Col lie Int. Consumption. 
Currier, Erysipelas. 
Cunbcsiuiker, Consumption. 
Xafinoer, Casualty, Consumption. 
EnirlMmr (rWil ), Apaplay. 

1 " :j m of Larynx. 



liL'iti'r'. '■'■■"'I. )'rtf.-i>.ji.'.«ri. .1 ■■■■ 
"iivcrTiiiOi. JI.,„l, UiwiiJf tif'. 



"■!■■■ i ■ ■■ l:r„neliilis. 

Eu<k>ur, Ilrain. Caxgeslioa of, Tgpiioid Fiver. 

t^m'cutd:! 1 . Consttni/ilion. Dropsy. 

oltaoci.uirit. Lifer, Disease of. 

Iiisniilh, Coosrimptiun. 

.Mi;ii.T (male), Brain., Sworn 0/ 

raielier (female), ronjunrriftoji . 

"ll colli* (or. .^u^f Gangrene. 

i l .i.t[:,i i .|-,'i;'.„»,/.ilMma(i'™B/-, Casualty. 

i;.- .Ir. TUT, /W,l. I„.th„„mation if. 



r, Ztmrjii'm;, l J <'< 
,im.fe..r fln,™,,* 
iraan, /y„ n ,„. 
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Table XII. 

Showing the prevailing winds, the mean altitude of the barometer in degree*, 
the mean cloudiness of the sky, the number of days of rain or snow, and 
the quantity of rain or snow in inches, for each month of the year 1860. 

From the observations of Professor Caswell, of Brown University, Providence. 



1800. 



PREVAILING WINDS. 



January . . . 
February . . 
March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August .... 
September . 
October . . . 
November . 
December . 

Whole Year 






2 ! 



, 

3 i 
4 
14 
G 
4 
2 
2 
9 
2 



69 



2 

7 ' 
7 

13 
2 
2 

7 j 
1 : 

1 

4 

3 



49 



CO 



15 

y 

10 

i 

3 
10 
15 
13 
12 
11 
10 



11G 



, BAROMETER 

j reduced to 
sea-level. 



2 
* 



i 



14 
12 
11 
12 
1 
12 
10 
*8 
15 
10 
14 
22 



I 



p 



30.0G7 
80.099 
29.917 
30.009 
30.059 
29.919 
30.016 
30.055 
30.138 
30.139 
29.945 
30.049 



141 i 30.034 



.2 "8 



4.5 
6.0 
4.2 
5.4 
5.2 
5.1 
5.0 
6.6 
6.0 
6.0 
5.6 
6.1 



6.3 



■38 

? «"• 

Mb 



£* I &£s 



8 

9 

9 

13 

6 

13 

11 

12 

8 

9 

11 

8 



116 



! 6 . 

; >*« 

! 228 



O.80 
3.54 
1.80 
1.55 
1.65 
4.02 
3.09 
6.70 
6.38 
2.10 
8.95 
4,66 



38.24 



The cloudiness is expressed in lOths of the heavens. 

The mean temperature of the mercury in the Barometer is 65° Fahrenheit nearly. Reduced to 82° 
we have the mean pressure at the level of the sea. 29.933 inches. 



Table XIII. 

Showing the mean temperature, the highest and lowest degree, and range / 
also the greatest change in twenty-four hours, for each month of the year 
1860. 

From the observations of Professor Caswell, of Brown University, Providence. 



1860. 



January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Whole Year. , . . . 
•One day omitted. 





THERMOMETER. 




GREATEST CHANGE IN 24 HOURS 




CO 


*; 


. 


to 

0> 




Mean. 


3 

JO 
fcO 


CO 




o 
to 


Date. 


S 

- 


10 




ft 




30°.5 


52o 


51° 


40° 


31st. 


28*7 


55° 


-1° 


56° 


18° 


22d. 


39°.l 


71° 


20° 


61° 


34o 


30th. 


44°.8 


68° 


22° 


46° 


23o 


3d. 


55o.5 


76° 


39° 


37° 


28o 


6th. 


64o.7 


85° 


46° 


39° 


28o 


12th. 


67o.O 


87° 


63° 


34° 


22o 


14th and 16th, 


68°.7 


86° 


51° 


31° 


24o 


3d. 


68°.6 


80° 


33° 


470 


20o 


4th and 14th, 


61°.2 


70° 


28° 


42° 


31o 


17th. 


48°.2 


70o 


14° 


66° 


84o 


24th. 


27°.9 


52° 


2° 


50° 


19° 


19th. 


48°.7 


87° 


-1° 


50° 


40° 


Jan. 31st. 



r(. 



REMARKS. 



MARKS. 



s- the y 



r 18.53, the firs! in which the 



; present system of registra- 
tion was carried into effect, the births, marriages and deaths of between 
three and four thousand persons were recorded. In the year 1860, 
the names of over nine thousand (9,094) persons were registered as 
the subjects of these events ; while in the aggregate of our registra- 
tion period important facts have been recorded in the persona] historv 
of nearly ftfty-sn<cu thousand (5t>,!>70) persons. It will be seen that 
the elements are rapidly accumulating from which we are not only 
able at present to illustrate the course of many known laws of the 
phenomena of life, but mav hereafter be guided to the discovery of 
new facts and principles which may contribute to our social and sani- 
tary welfare. 

The number of births recorded during the year 18ti0 was 4,493 ; 
the number of deaths, 2,080. The excess of births over the deaths 
slums the natural increase of our population during the year to have 
been 1,807, the. average annual increase during the ten years 1850-60, 
by birth and immigration, having been 2,707. From births alone, 
the daily increase, in 1800, whs nearly five persons. The 1,748 
marriayes, representing 3,490 individuals, show the married to have 
exceeded the decedents by 810. These vital movements indicate the 
year to have been, with the people, one of more than ordinary health, 
prosperity and happiness. 

While we are able to announce the generally satisfactory condition 
■ if the returns, it is to be regretted that the same care is not given in 
-all parts of the State to their preparation. In many instances the 
returns are admirable ; in others they arc evidently detective, deficient 
not only as t<> the number of eases recorded, but defective as to the 
details of such as are recorded. These deficiencies are most observa- 
ble in the returns of births and deaths. Thus, the town of Scituate, 
with a population of 4,251, returns but twenty-three deaths, which 
would be increased to sixty-four if the mortality was there equal to 
that which obtained in the State at large, which was undoubtedly the 
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case. Again, the three towns, Jamestown, Middle town and ] 
Shoreham — all in Newport county — return an aggregate of j 
deaths, from ■ population amounting to nearly 3,000, Had i 
towns suffered only the average mortality, they should have r 
between forty and fifty deaths. Now there is no sufficient i 
for this. There is no reason why the returns from the rural [ 
tions of the State may not he as complete and reliable as thos 
tained from the cities and large villages. The labor may be s> 
thing greater, hut the compensation made by the State is suffici 
enable the town clerk of almost every town annually to employ ( 
or more persons to go from house to bouse and collect the facts t< 
registered. It is utterly impossible, from inaccurate returns, to s 
many important questions concerning the vital movements of o 
ulntion, while all those comparisons are greatly impaired whic 
would Ik 1 so instructive to make between the rural and urban ] 
tions of a small State, subject to the same general laws of climate 
presenting no marked differences in its topographical features. 

It is, of course, impossible to ascertain what proportion of the l 
marriages and deaths are annually left unrecorded. Of t 
however, which most frequently escape registration, we may s 
say that the proportion is not /< p ss than in Massachu 
according to Mr. Elliott, the deficiency in the records of » 
amounts to oyer l(i per cent. 

The plan of the present report differs in no essential respect I 
those which have preceded it. While this may give, from yeai 
year, an unpleasant sameness, particularly to the tabular portions of 
the work, it is more than counter-balanced by the superior facilities 
which it furnishes for reference — for comparing the resulting facts of 
one year with another, or consolidating the meagre and perhaps 
unmeaning tables of single years into intelligible and instructive 
aggregates. 

Through the courtesy of Mr. Kennedy, the superintendent of the 
census, we were furnished with the table which may he found on the 
last page of this report, showing the sex and color of the population 
of each town in the State, as taken by the census of June 1st, 3860. 
By it, we have been able to present some of the relations of the births, 
marriages, and deaths, to lite population. The data for a detailed com- 
parison of the facts of registration, as they appear among the several 
sexes, ages and classes of the population, will, when obtained, furnish 
most interesting subjects of inquiry. 

To Prof. Caswell, of Brown University, we are again indebted tor- 
tile meteorological tables which accompany this report. 
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The 



limns. 



2,306. 



4,026. 



4,600. 



Xbe number of living children born in Rhode Island, daring the 
year ending December 31st, 1860, was 4,493, an increase of 170 
over the number reported the preceding year, and a larger number 
than lias been returned for any year since the commencement of 
registration in the State. 

Including the still-born, the whole number of births, was. for each 
of the last five years, as follows : — 

The marked difference, between the number of births in 1856 and 
1857, was owing to improvements in the registration law, and the con- 
sequent greater completeness of the returns for the latter year. Since 
1850, each year lias shown a pretty uniform increase. 

A comparison, however, of the number of births returned from the 
different towns and divisions of the State, one year with another, indi- 
cates considerable fluctuations. To what extent these may be attri- 
buted to the greater or less completeness of the returns, it is difficult to 
determine. It is quite certain, however, that derelictions on the part 
of recording officers have been a more efficient cause, than mysterious 
perturbations among those natural causes which affect the birth rate. 
Still the differences observable in the returns from the towns and cities 
in 1859 and 1800 are not great, the excess of the latter year resulting 
from small increments in most of the towns. Scituate and Smithfield, 
both in Providence county, are the only towns which furnish wide dif- 
ferences. In 1850, the birth returns from Scituate were exceedingly 
deficient, only 16 births having been returned from a population of 
4,251. In 1860, the number of births returned was 93. In Smith- 
field, on the other hand, the number of births returned in 1859 was 
350. In 1860,the whole number reported was but 160. 

The following table, exhibits the ratio of the births to the population 
in the several divisions of the State of Rhode Island ; also the rates 
for given periods of time in Massachusetts, England and France. 
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BIRTHS— RATES. 



Bristol county 

Kent liounty 

Newport wonty 

Towns of Proviih-inv CO, 

Providpntrf d(y 

Wnslitujitim mtitity 

Statu, I'rovkitncc nt'r.'p'il 
Wlinlt- Suitf 



s 

%Sji divisions. 
iffl 

47 DltHuhiiMtti, LB09., 

41 /Boston, " .. 

41 iT«tal 13 dtioe, " .. 

43 |Rest of State, " .. 
81 Enamel, " .. 

44 Bcottand, •' .. 
4a |Eiigland, ls8S-;>;>. . .. 
S9 rranott, 1863-66 



: 

2 1*4 



From the preceding statement, it will lie seen that the ratio of 
births to the population, is something less in Rhode Island than in 
Massachusetts, and considerably less than in England and Scotland. 
"We are reluctant to ascribe this result to returns more incomplete than 
those furnished in Massachusetts. That, however, the births are less 
carefully recorded in this country than in England and Scotland is 
undoubtedly the case. It is a general law, that the birth rate in- 
creases as the population grows more dense ; hut to whatever extent 
this may tend to an increased proportion of births in England, the 
effect of the law, must to a very considerable degree be counter-bal- 
anced, bv the fact, that in this country a larger proportion of our popu- 
lation is living within the ages of reproduction. 



Season. — The following is 
quarter of the years 1859-60 :— 



statement of the births for each 





l SIau . RrE1 . 


2d m.Bit. 


h»~ 


4r„ ,».«. 




Nnmbur. Percent. 


Number. Per cont. 


N UmbCr . 


Perce-t 


S ™b«. 


Percent. 


1859 

1811(1 


1,000 J 23.1 
1,092 | 21.3 


l.ill.l l.':.!,t 
1,079 | 24-0 


1,160 

1 .121 


20.9 
24.9 


1,143 
1,201 


26.4 
28.9 



lonths, there were 2,171 births; during the 
The largest number of births in any one 
i November ; the smallest number (344), in 



Daring the first sis r 
last six months, 2,322. 
month (407), occurred i 
January. 

The following table will show the quarterly rates per cent, to each 
100 living in Rhode Island, the past year, as also in Massachusetts, 
England and Scotland for given periods, 



BIRTHS. 

BIRTHS— QUARTERLY RATE 



QUARTERS. 


IBS). ' 


lWJw! ' i&!a^&s,' 


"ess: 




2.M1 

2.471 
2.5BH 


S.MS 

2.717 
3.144 


3.550 
3.553 
3.246 
3.197 






















Wtmli- year 


2.57:-! 1 2.00(1 8.886 


3.37 



The past year the per cent, was highest in Rhode Island in the 
fourth quarter. Generally the highest rate lias been in the third 
quarter, as is the case in Massachusetts. In England and Scotland 
the second quarter has furnished the largest number of births, and the 
third or fourth the least. 



P\kj:nt.h;k. — The following abstract i 
the births in each division of the State: — 



ill show the parentage of 





Numlwr. 


vumua. 




«* 


,-,.. 


ftsiLat 


CV 




191 

421) 
635 
1,825 
1,809 

423 


/ 90 
231 
827 
515 
B63 
342 


7* 
162 
151 
70S 

S2 


7 19 

12 13 

37 46 
61) < 60 
9 | 6 












Towns of Providence county , . 


21 
















1,987 















The births of American parentage amounted in the whole State to 
48.3 per cent. ; those <>!' foreign parentage to 44.7 per cent. ; and the 
" mixed " to 7 per cent. ; — ■ showing, when compared with the births 
of 1859, an increase in the number of American and mixed, and a 
decrease aniniig those of foreign parentage. 

The percentages of the birth-, the still-boni included, for each of 
the last five years, have been as follows : — 

BIBTHS— PERCENTAGE. 
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40.6 
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49.15 
44.7 
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It will be observed that the proportion of foreign parentage is still 
quite high, when compared with the rates previous to 1859. 

Among the births of foreign parentage there was a small increase 
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in Bristol and Kent counties, and :i decrease in Newport .in. I 1 
ington counties, as compared with the births in 1859. The 
differences appear in the returns from Providence city and tin- t- 
of Providence county. In the former, there was a .1 
tlxis class of births of from 3 to 4 per cent. ; in the latter, an i 
of over 4 percent. In Burrillville, Cranston, Cumberland) 
dence. North Providence and Sniithfield, more than half of t 
dren horn were of foreign parentage : no other towns in the i 
returned over 50 per cent. In the towns of Bristol, Warwicl 
Fall River, there were more births of foreign than of Amei 
parentage. In four towns — Jamestown, Little Compton, 
Shoreham and Exeter — the births were all of American parentage. 
Tiverton and Foster returned eaeii but one birth of foreign j: 
tagc. 

PAKENTAGE, 1860. 
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The preceding table will show more particularly the parentage of 
the children whose births were recorded in 1860. By comparing it 
with a similar table in our last report, it will bo seen that the decrease 
among the children of foreign parentage was confined entirely to those 
of Irish and British birth. 

Sex. — -The male excess was remarkably small the past year. For 
each of the last five vears the proportions of the sexes have been as 
follows : — 



1856 
1857 - 
1858 



105 males to 100 females. 

105 « » 100 " 

107 » " 100 

105 " " 100 , " 

102 » " 100 " 






Of 27,758 births recorded in Rhode Island, 14,218 wer 
and 13,545 of females ; or 1,047 males to 1,000 females. 
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** For the first, time in the history of registration in Providence, 
there was, in 1860, an excess of females among the children horn. 
The numbers wore 800 nudes. 83!') females." Bristol county reported 
90 males and 100 females. In the aggregate of llie births returned 
from the towns of Providence county, the males were in a majority of 
but one. 

The females were in excess in the months of Marcli, July, October. 
November and December; in the fourth quarter the females were to 
the males as 104 to 100. 

NUMBER (IF THE B1KTH, 1860. 
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While it is the purpose of onr record to ascertain the number of the 
child of the mother, (that we may determine the average fecundity of 
the female.) the object is occasionally misunderstood by the recording 
officer, and the number of the child of the father entered" in the 
returns. Still the facts presented in the preceding statement- are 
probably nearly correct, if we suppose them to refer to the children 
of the mother. It will he seen that in these facts we have the means 
of ascertaining the average number of living children born to each 
mother bearing children. In 1800, the average number was 3.44 to 
each mother, which is an increase on the average of previous years. 
In 1858, the number was " a little more than three children mid one- 
third to each mother ;" in 1859 it was 3.30, which was identical with 
the average in the city of Providence during the five years period, 
1854-9. We have made no analysis for the purpose of determining 
the relative fecundity of American and foreign mothers; but from 
observations made in Providence, it is quite evident that more chil- 
dren are horn to foreign than to American mothers. 

About one quarter (24.3 per cent.) of all the births were first chil- 
dren, a slight increase on the proportion returned in 1859. The 
proportion of second children was much smaller than in 1859. 

Color. — The whole number of black and mulatto children born 
during the year was 110, — 43 more than in 1859, and a larger num- 
ber than has before been recorded in one year. The per cent, of this 
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class of births during an aggregate of the last five years ha 
in 1860, it was 2.6 per cent. The births were to the colored pdptfe 
tion of the State as one to 34, or about three births to each 100 living, 
st somewhat higher rate than prevailed in the State at large. 

Nearly one-half of the colored births (54) were registered in 
Providence city ; 18 were returned from Washington county; 13 
from the towns of Providence county ; 11 from Newport comity; 
and 10 each from Bristol and Kent counties. Although there were but 
thirteen colored births returned from the towns of Providence county, 
this is a larger number than Usual. The colored population in tliese 
towns is very small, being to the whole population but as one to 130, 
while in the rest of the State it is as one to 33. 

The following statement will show the whole number of each ju 
born in each month of the year : — 

COLORED CHILDREN. 
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Plurality Births. — The number of plural births recorded in 
i860 was but 38, an unusually small proportion. In the aggregati- 
of our registered births, there has been one case of twins to 89 births ; 
the past year there was but one case to 120 births. Cases were 
reported each month except January and September. The largest 
number (5) was returned in both May and August. More were 
returned in the second than in any other quarter, a fact which also 
appears in the eight years period from 1 853-61, and is a little singular 
when we remember that, the average percentage of the second quarter 
for the same period is less than 25 per cent. Plurality cases occur 
most frequently among our foreign population. In I860, in 16 cases 
the parents were of American, in 14 of Irish, and in 7 of British 
birth. In one case the father was a native of Great Britain, and the 
mother of the United States. 

It has been observed that twins were most frequently of opposite 
sexes, and that female were more common than male co-twins. This 
statement is probably correct, though it is scarcely sustained by our 
present record, which shows that in nine instances the twins 



twins were 
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i both females, while in but i 



i they of 



both male.*; in eightt 
Opposite sexes. 

The plural births are, with few exceptions, included in the general 
tables of births. The exceptions arc eleven .still-births, some of which 
were born with living co-twins. Such cases it would have been im- 
proper tn exclude, while those in which both twins were still-born 
throw quite as much light on all the questions of plurality, as they 
would, hud they given origin to living children. In the case of trip- 
lets reported in the city of Providence, two of the births were LL still." 
In three instances, both twins were still-born ; two were returned from 
Providence county in the months of March and November, and ono 
in July from Providence city. 

In 1859, two eases of triplets were recorded. This was unusual ; 
but two eases had been recorded in the seven preceding vcars. A<r;nn,in 
1860, two eases were reported, both occurring in the month of Decem- 
ber ; one in the city of Providence and one in the town of Westerly. 
In the former case all the children were females; in the latter two 
were males: in the former case the father was English, the mother 
Irish; in the latter the parents were both English, 




Still-Births. — The still-born have generally been classed with the 
births. In 1859, for reasons then given, they were classed by them- 
selves, a disposition which is perhaps the best that can ho made. 

The following table shows the number of the still-born for each 
month of the year: — 
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The whole number, 1117, is 10 less than the number reported in 
1859. The largest number of cases occurred in November ; tbe 
smallest in February. 

The proportions of still-births in the several seasons of the year are 
indicated pretty nearly by the common birth-rate. Thus more still- 
Imrn were reported in the last than in the first half of the year. The 
largest number of births was returned in November, as also the largest 
number of still-births. 

Of the 167 still-born, 107 were of foreign parentage, and 60 of 
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American. Sixty-four per cent, were of foreign parentage, in 
sixty per cent, were of foreign parentage. These statements ibos 
the relative frequency of still-birtha among the native and foreign 
populations. 

The number of males was 95, <>i' females 72 ; or 132 males to 100 
females. This mule excess is somewhat below the average. In an 
aggregate of five years, the males were to the females as 149 to LOO. 

The number of the chilil was given in 74 cases. The number of 
pnt children was 1H; of second, llj; of third, 9; of fourth, 7: 
of J$ftA, 9 : of wixth, 7 ; of seventh, 'A ; of eighth, 2 ; of tenth, 2 ; of 
twelfth, 1. The proportion of first children is the same (24.3 per 
cent.) as we have found it to be among the living children. 



Illegitimates. — Mention has seldom been made in our reports of 
children born out of wedlock. The reason for this is to be found in 
the fact, that the legitimacy or illegitimacy of the child are seldom 
directly indicated in the returns. 

The past year an unusuallv large number were marked in our 
returns as " illegitimate." Other children, bearing the family name 
of the mothers, and who, if we may credit our records, were without 
fathers, we have ventured to place in the same class. The result has 
been an aggregate of 41 illegitimate births. This number is certainly 
quite small, being to the whole number of births but as one to 100. 
and vet St probably very close] v approximates the actual number of 
illegitimate births, among the recorded births. In England, the 
annual average is about one to 15, and in several of the cities of conti- 
nental Europe one-third of the births are illegitimate. The ratio in 
our own State, so far as illegitimacy is an indication of the condition 
of public morals, is certainly satisfactory. 

The illegitimate births were distributed among the several divisions 
of the State as follows : Bristol county, 4 : Kent county, 8 ; New- 
port county, 5 ; towns of Providence county, 11 ; Providence city, 
11 ; Washington county, 2. It is an interesting fact that the propor- 
tion in the city of Providence to the whole number of births, was much 
less than in the rest of the State. In Providence the illegitimates 
were to the whole number of births as one to 14b* ; in the rest of the 
State as one to 96. 

Of the 41 births, 23 were of male children, 18 of female. It has 
been remarked " that tlrj sexes are much more equally divided among 
the children born out of wedlock ;" yet, so far as our observations 
have gone, there appears to be a considerable male excess in this class, 
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though perhaps somewhat loss tliiin tlint which obtains in the aggre- 
gate of the births. 

Assuming the parentage to be indicated by the nativitv' of the 
mother, wo find that 32 children were of American parent age and 8 
of foreign ; (in one instance the nativity of the mother was not stated.') 
Of the foreign born mothers four were natives of Ireland ; two of 
England, and one each of Germany and Canada. More than one- 
third (12) of those of American parentage were colored, being to the 
whole number of colored children born as one to 10, while among the 
white? tha proportion of illegitimate children to the whole number of 
children born was as one to 151. 



MARRIAGES. 



■eturned, during the 



The murriuiies registered i 
follows : — 



teh of the five lest \ 



sboei 



1,'Ai. 



1,438. 



1,672. 



1,748. 



,5 

e reduced number of marriages in 1858, has been shown in for- 
ier reports to be the result of the financial embarrassments of 1857-8. 
With the restoration of public confidence, the marriage impulse arose 
rapidly during the years 1859 and 1860, the former exhibiting an in- 
crease of 234 marriages ; the latter of 310. The returns for 18tt0, when 
compared with those 1 fur the previous year, indicate again in the whole 
State of 4.5 per cent. There was an increase in each division of the 
State, except Washington county, which returned less than in 1859. 
The largest absolute increase ( 30) occurred in the towns of Provi- 
denee county, while the highest percentage (36.5) is found in Bristol 
county. Providence city returns an increase of 9, or a little over 1 
per cent. Kent county gains 8 and Newport county 16, Tbii- 
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teen [owns — Barrington, East Greenwich, Fall Hivcr, Middlet 
New Shoreham, Burrillvillc, Foster, Glocoster, Johnston, 
Hbpkmton, Richmond and Westerly — return each ;i less na 
marriages than in 1859, Two towns— Cumberland and Wert < 
wicli — return the sane number as in 1*51'. In Middletown tl 
wore nti marriages during tin* year. The largest actual decrena | 
occurs in Burrillville ; the largest increase (20) in North I'rovidt 

MAKKIACES— RATES. I860. 
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Mu.->:icliuwttB, 1869... 
Boston, " 

Total of 1& cities 

IVsl ol' Stuti- fif Aiufs. . 



Bristol county 

Kent county 

nuwport countv 

'I'. mil- nf lWiilcm 
Washington county 

l'roviili'iiti' city 

Stale, I'roviik'iiif i-xltii'(1 

BTwleSUte... 

The marriage rates in the several divisions of the State, for t 
1800, are indicated in the fm*e going tabular form ; also the rata 
obtaining in Massachusetts. England and Scotland, in 1859. 

It will be observed that marriages were considerably more frequent 
in Providence city than in the State at large. Similar differences are 
Keen elsewhere. Says Dr. Curtis, in the last Massachusetts report, 
" In 1858, there were 80 marriages in each 10,000 persons living in 
England ; but in Loudon alone the number of marriages was 96 in 
every 10,000 persons living. In Scotland, generally, during the year, 
only 07 marriages occur in every 10,000 persons; but only 55 mar- 
riages to tbe same population take place in the rural districts, whereas 
in the eight principal towns it is seen that the proportion rises to 84 
marriages in the same population. During a period of five years 
(1853-57) to every 10,000 persons living there was, in Boston, an 
annual average of 171 marriages, and in tbe cities (of Massachusetts), 
collectively, there were, in an equal population, 155 marriages ; but 
in a like population in the rural districts, there were but 88 mar- 
riages, while tbe annual number of marriages in each 10,000 living, 
in the entire State, was 111." That marriages are considerably more 
frequent in a given city population than in an equal rural population, 
is but an expression of that genera! acceleration of vital movements 
peculiar to dense populations. 

We had supposed that one of the reasons for tbe higher rates 
observable in cities was to be found in an increased proportion of 
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marriages among non-residents ; lint an examination of our returns 
indicates no such fact. 

In 581 (33.2 per cent.) of the marriages recorded during the vear, 
both parties were non-residents of the town or city in which the mar- 
riage was solemnized; bnt in Providence city there were only 180 
marriages (29 per cent.) in which both parties were non-residents ei 
the city, — the rest of the State furnishing 35.5 per cent, of the mar- 
riages of this class. Bristol county gave 20. 'J percent. ; Kent county, 
33.3 percent.; Newport county, 34.5 per cent.; Towns of Provi- 
dence county, 44 per cent.; Washington county, 22.4 percent. 
Certain towns showed a large excess of marriages of this class. North 
Providence returned 61 per cent, and Fall River 75 per cent. In 
but two of the 18 marriages registered in Johnston was either groom 
or bride a resident of that town. 

In 847 cases the groom was not a resident of the place in which 
the marriage was solemnized. In the city of Providence, this class 
of marriages amounted to 40.1 per cent. ; in the rest of the State, to 
53 per cent. 

It will hardly do, from the preceding table, to draw the inference 
that marriages are more frequent, in Rhode Island in a given popula- 
tion than in the same population in Massachusetts, England or Scot- 
land. The yearly marriage ratio is subject to very considerable 
fluctuation. Thus, the number of persons living to one marriage in 
Massachusetts, in 1857, was 100, the rate being the same as in Rhode 
Island the past year ; but in 1856 the number of persons living to one 
marriage was but 94, while in 1855 it was only 92. There are no 
obvious reasons why there should be much difference between the 
marriage ratios in Massachusetts and Rhode Island. In England and 
Scotland and the countries of continental Europe, the proportion of 
the population at those ages at which marriages are most frequent, is 
considerably less than in this country, — a fact which must have a per- 
ceptible influence upon the rates per cent. 

The number of marriages registered in each quarter of the year was 
as follows : — 



428. 



446. 



502. 



The proportion in the first quarter was somewhat larger than usual ; 
the reduction in the third was particularly marked, while the fourth 
maintains its pre-eminence as the season of matrimonial alliances. 

The following is a statement of the percentages of marriages in each 
quarter of the year, fora period of five years: — 
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The percentages have always been highest in the fourth quarter, 
and have generally been lowest in the first. The differences between 
the quarterly percentages of 18~j'I and 18fJ0 are not exactly reflected 
in the percentages obtained in the city of Providence for the same 
years ; yet there is a general correspondence, and in an aggregate of a 
number of years, the proportion of marriages in each quarter, in Provi- 
dence city, will be found to coincide very itearlv with the proportion 
for the same quarter in the State at large. 

The largest number of marriages was solemnized in the month ol 
November. Of 3,:2tjtj marriages occurring in the fourth quarter, 
within a period of eight years, from June 1st, 1853, to December 
31st, 181)0, 878 were returned in December j 1,149 in October ; and 
1,239 in November. During the same period of time, the average 
monthly percentage being 8.3 per cent., the percentage for November 
has been 11.1 per cent. About the same percentage for November 
has generally obtained in the Massachusetts returns. 

The smallest number of marriages was reported in March, In an 
aggregate of eight years, ti per cent, of the marriages are hi March— 
a lower rate than appears in any other month. In Massachusetts thy 
marriage rate in March is still less. In Kentucky and South Carolina 
the months of June and July furnish the lowest rates, — December the 
highest. 

Among the causes which render the last quarter of the year 
especially propitious to inn'ria^c, the principal is, that with this season 
comes the annual (dosing up in many of the great departments of 
productive labor. Harvest time has passed, both on the land and on 
the sea, and the laborer returns homy with the rewards of* his toil, 
wherewith he is able to secure those needful provisions which he deems 
essential to the consummation of his long-cherished purpose. And 
the month selected is usually the month of holidays, — in New Eng- 
land, November with its days of Thanksgiving, — in Kentucky and 
other portions of this country, as also in England, December and the 
Christmas merry time. 

Nativity. — It has been elsewhere stated that the increase, in the 
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Whole number of marriages during the year was about 4.5 per cent. 
An examination of the nativitv of tin.' parties entering into the mar- 
riage relation shows ;i nearly equal rate of increase among those of 
American and foreign birth. 

The following table exhibits the proportions of American, foreign 
and mixed marriage, tor each of the five years, ending December' 
Slst, 1860. 

PERCENTAGE. 
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It will be observed that these ]iroportions are very nearly constant. 
In the years 185ft and 18H0, the differences are very slight. The pro* 
portion of foreign marriages in Massachusetts has always been some* 
what (5 or (> per cent.) higher than in Rhode Island. In most marriages 
of this class the parties are natives of Ireland. Thus, of 530 marriages 
returned in 1860, among the foreign born, in 417 either one or both 
parties were natives of Ireland. 

The only towns in which the foreign marriages were in excess, were 
Fall River, Bnrrillvillc and North Providence. In Providence city 
the American marriages were to the foreign as 3 to 2 (336 : 225), 
Tins was exactly the proportion in 1859, and is also very nearly the 
proportion which obtained in the towns of Providence county. No 
marriages among those of foreign birth were registered in the towns 
of Barrington, East Greenwich, West Greenwich, Jamestown, 
Middle-town, Little Compton, New Shoreham, Portsmouth, Foster, 
Glocester, Scituate, Chariest-own, Exeter, North Kingstown and 
Richmond, — in all fifteen towns. 

The following table gives the exact nativity of those who were 
married in Rhode Island, in 1860 : — 
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In 1,059 iustane.es, both parties were natives of the United States; 

in 54, males horn in tliL' United States married females born in Ire- 
land; in 18, males born in Ireland were married to females burn in 
die United States ; in 365, both parties were natives of Ireland, .vc. 
"Other foreign" includes natives of the Western Islands, Dutch 
Guiana, Switzerland, France, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Holland, West 
Indie-!, Sweden. — a large majority of whom were married in the city 
of Providence. 

Allusion was made in the last report to the exhibition of the pro- 
portions in which the natives of different countries mix with eaeti 
oilier in marriage, as one of the most interesting features of this tabular 
form. The proportion in which natives of Great Britain (England 
and Scotland), British America and Germany, were united to persons 
of American birth, has generally been about three times as great as 
that in which the Irish born married the American born, notwith- 
standing tin fact that a very considerable part of the American born 
thus marrying were of Irish parentage. 

The same subject is still further illustrated by a comparative analysis 
of the foreign and mixed marriages, during the past year. It will be 
found, that of the marriages between the natives of the same foreign 
country, about "Jl per cent, were of natives of Ireland, thus show- 
ing — the marriage rate being the same — -the natives of Ireland to 
constitute about four-fifths of our foreign born population ; yet these 
natives of Ireland make up bat 48 per cent., while the one-fifth of 
" other foreign " furnishes 52 per cent, of the mixed marriages— 
marriages in which natives of foreign countries are wedded to natives 
of the United States. 

To show that the Irish are not constitutionally disinclined to mixed 
marriages, it will only be necessary" to state that one of the parties was 
a native of Ireland in 52 out of ti" instances in which foreigners, ml 
natives of the same country, intermarried. 

Age. — On page 8 will be found a table showing the number of 
men and women married at each quinquennial period of life, from 20 
upwards. The table is moreover so arranged as to show the number 
of men and women marrying at the same and different quinquennial 
periods. 

It will be observed that the period from 20 to 25 was that in which 
the largest number of both men and women married ; and also, that 
the number of each sex nt this period was about equal. Under 20, 
the number of females is about five times as great as the number of 
males. After 25, the number of males is to the number of females as 



17 to 10. Tin 1 subject is, Imwcvw, better presented by an exhibition 
nf tin- percentages of males and females married within each period 
of five years. The percentages obtained in 1858 and 1868 are also 
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Each year presents the same general features. The past year, 
however, when compared with the preceding, shows a reduced per- 
centage of females under 20, with a compensating increase between 
20 and 25. The actual number of females married under 20 was 52 
less than in 1859 ; yet the number of very early marriages was some- 
thing greater, one bride in 97 being at, or under, 15, while in 1859, 
one bride in 104 was at, or under, 15. In Massachusetts, in 1859, 
these youthful brides were to the whole number as 1 to 205 ; the 
preceding year, as 1 to 263. 

AGES AT MARRIAGE, ISfiO. 
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DIVISIONS OF THE STATE. 
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3 
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! 
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llriflto! County 


86 

146 
23(1 
476 
620 
169 
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0JO2 
12,673 
17,135 

4,645 


»20 

27.65 
28.01 
20.H2 

27. (10 
27.48 


86 
146 
237 
476 
620 
169 


2,674 
■A,4m 
5,790 
11,006 
14.667 
3,948 


24.12 






Towns of Providence County 


23.31 


Washington Comity 


23.36 




],";«■. 


■IT.f.ss 


27.47 


1.7*1 


«,009 









The preceding table shows the number of both males and females, 
whose ages were given, and the average at the time of marriage, of 
each sex, in the whole State and in each division of the State. The 
averages are obtained from the aggregate ages of all the married, no 
distinction being made between first and subsequent marriages. The 
table, consequently, does not exhibit the average age at which the 
m'xos become marriagcidjh:. This whs considered a subject of so much 
Kirtance as to have led to the introduction of a table in the last 
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report, giving the average ages of both nudes ami females, :it first and 
subsequent marriages, in different sections ol' tin' Slate. Witk HH 
came object in view, the following tabic has been prepared : — 
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25.77 
24.05 
25.81 
24.61 
25.18 
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23.42 
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22,62 
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45.38 
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88.W 
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82.66 












24.95 


22.42 


89.08 








Stale. Providence City excepted, . 


■2\.::< 


22.31 


88.06 


34.43 



Tlie average ages of both bachelors and maids are somewhat higher 
in Providence city than in the State at large. The age of widower* 
about the same, and of widows, considerably less. There is a very 
close correspondence between the general facts of this table and threw 
presented in a similar table in our last report, as will he seen from the 
following comparative view :. — 



Providence 
Rest of Slate 
Whole Stale. 

Providence. . 
lteslof Still*.' 
Whole Stale. 



Providence.. 
1 Beit of Slate 

' Whole State. 

Providence. . 
' Rest of State 

1 Whole Smte. 



In 1,724 cases — all but 24 — the number of the marriage and the 
age of the bride was stated. The following is a statement of the 
number of maids and widows married within specified ages : — 
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55 
10 
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29 
46 
50 
31 
14 
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50-55 
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.... 
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.1 






46-60 


' 1,625 


199 



Thus, while of the whole number married under 30, the maids were 
to the widows at 18 to 1, the majority of those married after 30 were 
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widows. Wt- also learn from the preceding tabula* form, that of 
those who mam', 93 per cent, marry at ages under 30 ; and that 99.1 
percent, marry at ages under 45. These percentages are precisely 
the same as those obtained in 1859. 

As has been before remarked, the number of very early marriages 
was unusually large. The number of brides returned at or under 
sixteen years of age was 69. Of these, 51 were at sixteen ; 14 at fif- 
teen ; 2 at fourteen, and 2 at thirteen. Of the Inst two, one was 
married in Warwick, and one in Foster. 

The number of youthful grooms was small, as has always been the 
rase. The two youngest, grooms were Hi years old. One was wed- 
ded to a bride of the same age, in Smith field, and one to a bride of 19, 
In Providence. One male at 17 married a female lit 15, in Foster, 
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189 
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1,748 



The number of marriages in which both groom and bride married 
for the first time, was 1,340, or 76.6 per cent, of the whole number. 
The percentages of this class of marriages have, during the last four 
years, been as follows : — 



75.0, 



75.3. 



75.6. 



76.13. 



The number of women married for the first time was 1,539 ; of 
men, 1,426. The number of widows was 199; of widowers, 312, 
Of the whole number of women married in lBtiO, no one had before 
been married more than twice ; with two exceptions, the same was 
time of the men. 

By referring to the 4th section of the registration law, it will bo 
found that — " No marriage shall he solemnized until the parties shall 
have signed and delivered to the authority about to solemnize it, or to 
the clerk of a Society of Friends, a certificate containing the informa- 
tion required for the record of a marriage," 
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While various prudential reasons maj have Jed to the establishment 
of this provision, it serves, at the same time, to indicate to a certain 
extent, the state and progress of education among the people. 
" There can be no doubt that the analysis of the relative numbers that 
sign the marriage registers with marks and that write their names m 
the national returns, throws more light on the permanent results of 
elementary education than any other test which has yet been devised- 
That view of the matter is now taken by foreign statists."* 

In England and France, both parties are required to sign the 
marriage registers. Rhode Island is the only one of the United States 
in which a similar requirement is made ; but, inasmuch us the original 
certificates remain in the bands of the town clerks, while tlie mode of 
signature is omitted in the list of specifications which enters into the 
marriage record, it is impossible to make use of a large class of most 
accurately obtained and valuable facts. It is certainly to be hoped 
that this defect will be speedily remedied. 

The City Registrar, in his late report, has given the number and 
nativity of those signing with a mark, in Providence, during the past 
year, as follows. 

MARRIAGE— SIGNATURE. 
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Sigurd Willi 11 


III HUb W 


Males of American birth 


371 


13 
21 


3.50 










2*0 

1 260 


;S4 

100 

ias 


40.16 
63.0T 


Tola! of Foreign birth 


1 609 


288 


46.76 



" The proportion of American birth, who signed with a mark, was 
considerably larger, and of foreign birth considerably smaller, than 
in 1859. Of those of American birth who signed with a mark, in 
1800, more than half were colored persons or children of foreign 
parents." 

While the marriage returns may be perhaps more complete than 
those relating to either births or deaths, yet they are by no means 
perfect. Many clergymen do not realize the importance of making 
returns, and either through ignorance or carelessness are guilty of a 
breach of duty which may perpetuate almost irremediable injustice. 
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Bur tbis subject has been so ably con si tiered by Dr. E. M. Snow, in 
his report presented to the Quarantine and Sanitary Convention, 
held in Boston in 1860, that wo are led to reproduce bis words, with 
tbe single remark, that, the remedy which he suggests for existing evils 
is well worthy of the serious consideration of those who have it ill 
their power to advance the civil and social interests of the State :«•■ 

" When we consider the effect of marriages on titles to property, 
and their importance in tracing the history of families, the indifference, 
in this country, to the preservation of the proof of these events, is most 
remarkable. The tendency, for some years past, of all legislation 
Upon the subject, at least, in the Eastern States, has been to remove 
all impediments to the performance of tbe marriage ceremony. The 
public notice of the intention of marriage has been generally abolished, 
and iu some States parties of almost any character, or age, and even 
of different races, can be united for life without restriction. The 
most sacred obligations- — obligations which are not tor a day, but which 
can be rightly absolved only by death — are assumed with less form 
and ceremony, and are made a matter of less importance, than the con- 
veyance of a square root of land. 

"It is certainly reasonable that legislative enactments should place 
some restriction upoti the hasty assumption of such obligations ; but, 
at any rate, if persons will act thus inconsiderately, it is no more than 
just that tbe rights of their posterity should be protected by the care- 
ful record of their folly. 

" In all portions of this country, so far as I am aware, where any 
regulations exist, upim the subject, it is made tbe duty of tbe clergy- 
man, or other person performing the ceremony, to furnish the report 
of the marriage to tbe recording officer. In Massachusetts and Con- 
necticut a preliminary record of tbe intention of marriage must be 
made ; but as tbis record of intention is no proof of the marriage, and 
as it does not accomplish the object of a publication of the marriage, 
I can see little utility in it. There, as in other States, the returns of 
tbe marriage necessary for tbe record must be obtained from the 
officiating clergyman. 

"In Rhode Island, tbe blanks in tbe return of a marriage must be 
filled out and must be signed by the parties, and delivered to the 
clergyman, before he can perform the ceremony. But we still depend 
upon the clergyman for the returns, and I am sorry to say, but truth 
compels me, that very many clergymen do not seem to appreciate the 
importance of the record of marriage, and are sadly delinquent in the 
observance of their duty to make the returns. I venture to assert, 
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that in no city in this country are complete returns of mnrri:igu* 
obtained without continued and persistent effort on the part of the 
recording officer. 

" The whole system is wrong, and the lamentable results of th» 
relaxation in the laws relating to marriage, and of tins neglect in 
making the necessary record, are every day seen in the increase of 
petitions for divorce, and in the civil and criminal suits at law, which 
are, from time to time, brought before the community. 

" The remedy for these evils is to give the marriage contract the 
importance which it deserves, and which the highest interests of the 
community demand. The best method of accomplishing this object, 
in my opinion, is by the adoption i>f a .system somewhat .inilar to that 
contained in the eade->:ivil of France. 

"A formal marriage contract, containing the full description and 
family history of the parties, should be written, signed and sealed 
before competent witnesses. This contract should be acknowledged 
by both parties before the proper officer, and should be placed on 
record. 

" When this is done, the recording officer should issue his certificate 
of the fact, and tins certificate, and this alone, should authorize the 
performance of the religious ceremony by any clergyman. But the 
contract itself, signed, acknowledged and recorded, should he taken afl 
proof of the marriage, and should constitute the marriage so far as all 
legal and civil rights are concerned, the performance or omission of the 
religious ceremony being left to the option of the parties. 

" With these provisions, persons would not rush into the marriage 
relation so heedlessly as at present ; the clandestine marriage of n 
would he prevented; every marriage would be recorded, and 1 
proof of every marriage would be preserved with the same < 
that of deeds of laud and other civil transactions." 



DEATHS. 

The number of deaths registered in Rhoxle Island, during the year 
ending December 31st, 1800, was 2,080. This is 410 more tlianwere 
reported in 1859, and a larger number than appears in the records of 
any previous year. The increase, however, by no means shows a high 
rate of mortality, but is to be attributed to tiie fact that our returns 
ure, from year to year, becoming more complete and reliable, although 
they are far - from being as complete as we could wish, particularly in 
mortuary statistics. 

The following is a statement of the rates uf mortality in lhesw*cral 
divisions of the State, based upon the censuses of 1850 and 1800, and 
estimates therefrom. We have also presented, for the purpose of 
comparison, the annual rates lor given periods of time, in Massachu- 
setts, England and Scotland. 

DEATHS— SATES, 
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During the Seven years period (1854-00 inclusive), the annual 
average of deaths in Rhode Island was but thirteen in one thousand 
persons living. In 1800, it was but fifteen, — while in Massachusetts, 
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in 1859, the number of deaths was seventeen ; in Scotland, nineteen, 
artd in England, twenty-two, in each thousand living. The quota of 

natural deaths has been regarded by an eminent authority as not ex- 
ceeding seventeen per thousand living, till deatlis exceeding that num- 
ber being considered as unnecessary.' There are prol.iaI.ily few. if 
any, communities in which the average annual mortality fulls below 
this proportion, and yet the city of Providence is the only division of 
the State in which it is exceeded, while Washington county 1ms re- 
ported an annual average of only six deaths in each thousand of its 
living population. Were our mortuary records reliable, the value of 
the preceding table would be greatly increased: as it now stands, it, 
in the language of Dr. Curtis, "enables one to guess that quite a 
number of deatlis escape registration." 

The rates in tlie city of Providence are probably very nearly con 
rect, as the number of deaths which annually escape registration in 
that city must be very small. The average annual number of deatlis 
—-twenty to each thousand living — is less than that commonly reported 
among city populations. In Boston, during the last nine years, the 
number has ranged from twenty-one to twenty-six in each thousand, 
while the fifteen cities of Massachusetts show, in the aggregate, for the 
same period of time, ti higher death rate than exists in Providence. 
Tins statement, so far as it is an expression of the relative death rates 
in Boston and Providence, is strengthened by the fact that the average 
age at death litis generally lieen considerably less in the former than in 
the latter city, without, a proportionate increase in the percentage of 
infantile mortality. 

According to our table, there were in Rhode Island sixty-four per- 
sons living to one death, in 1800, while the previous years the number 
of persons living to one death, was seventy. This is to be considered 
as indicating rather an improved state of the returns than ail increased 
mortality. Bristol county alone gave, in 1800, an increased number 
of persons living to each death, and an analysis of the prevailing 
diseases shows the mortality in that county to have been actually less 
than in 1859. In the city of Providence, the number of persons liv- 
ing to each death was fifty-one in 1860, while the previous year it was 
fifty-five, — the average for the seven hist years being forty-nine. " In 
the third quarter of the year 1880, the health of the city was not as 
good as in the corresponding period of several years preceding, and 
there were marked evidences of the prevalence of zymotic influences 
which seriously affected the health of children. The number of 

• See XXth English Registration Heport. 




ISI'.H.] 

deaths from cholera infantnn 
dedsng year, and more than i 



s more than double that of the pr 
v vear since 1855." 



Season, — The following is a statement of the number of deaths 
returned during each quarter of the last three years : — 
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im. 
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858 
075 
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703 
514 








3(1 ■' 
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099 
571 



While there was an increased number of deaths returned for each 
quarter of 18130, when compared with the similar period the previous 
vear, the increase was chiefly in the last two quarters. The numbers 
returned during the first two quarters wen.' less than those returned 
for the similar quarters in 18.58. As has generally been the ease, the 
largest number was returned the third quarter; the smallest, the 
second. These peculiarities of the second and third quarters are 
lly marked in Providence city ami the towns of Providence 
Indeed, they are generally most apparent in the mortuary 
of cities. In 1859, the deaths (51.4) returned for the second 
irth quarters were exactly equal, 
"e shall, however, best exhibit the relative rates of mortality by 
given periods of time, the 

PEKCENTAGE OF DEATHS FOR EACH QUARTER. 
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loo jm 


100.00 


100,00 



While there is a noticeable similarity between the corresponding 
quarters for eacli given period of time, it will be observed that the 
percentages for the third and fourth quarters of 18U0 were higher than 
usual, while those of the first and second were lower; or, to express 
the fact in another form, of the deaths registered in 18i>0, 57 per cent. 
were registered during the last six months of that year, while the 
average mortality of the last six months of the years 185:3-59, inclu- 
sive, lias scarcely been more than 54 per cent. 
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The number of deaths returned in the month of January-, 18(50, 
was 13 less than was returned during the same month in 1859; all 
the other months return each an increased nnmber when compared 
with the corresponding months of 1859. July shows an inGt£JW ■ 
82 deaths (44 per cent.) ; October an increase of 78 (47 per cent.). 
The gain in July appears quite equally in the several divisions of the 
State; the gain in October more particularly in Providence citvmul 
the towns of Providence county. 

As the number of days in the several months is unequal, the 
monthly percentage of deaths does not exactly indicate the monthly 
rate of mortality, which is shown in the per diem percentage of each 
month, which we have given in the following table for both the years 
1859 and 1860, as also for the six years period, 1853 to 1858, jnclu- 

DEATI1S— PElt DIEM PERCENTAGE, 
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Sex. — The number of female? among the annual deaths in Rhode 
Island has generally been greater than that of the males: indeed, Ha- 
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only instance of an excess of male deaths was furnished by the retains 
of 1869. In 18(50, the number of male decedents reported was 1 ,298 ; 
of female, 1,391, — the. proportion being as 100 to 107. This is 
exactly the proportion of the male to the female population of Rhode 
Island, according to the census of June 1st, 18)50. In the city of 
Providence there has commonly been an excess of males among the 
deaths, In 1800, the proportion of female decedent* was higher than 
in the State at large — the male deaths being to the female deaths as 
100 to 112 ; hut this was just the ratio of the male to the female 
population of Providence, by the census of 18130. 

The rati", however, between the number of deaths and the popula- 
tion of each sex, is not tin same in each division of the State. Thus, 
in Kent county, while the male population was to the female popula- 
tion as 100 to 112, ttie male decadents were to the female as 100 to 
86. In Washington county also, the male mortality gave nearly an 
equal excess, while the excess in the female population was about 3 
per cent. — less than is found in any other division of the State. 

The rate of female mortality was highest during the fourth quarter 
of the year, — lowest during the second ; in the former, the female 
decedents were to the male as 112 to 100; in the latter, as 102 to 
100 ; in both the first and third quarters as 107 to 100. The largest 
female excess was registered in December. 

PARENTAGE. — The parentage of the decedents, in 1860, was speci- 
fied with but 22 exceptions. In 1858, the exceptions were 210, pre- 
vious to which date the classification had been by nativity. While, 
as compared with 1859. there was an absolute increase in the number 
of decedents of both American and foreign parentage, the proportional 
increase was greatest among those of foreign parentage. In 1858, 41 
per cent, of the deaths were among those of foreign parentage ; in 
1859, 37 per cent. ; in 1860, 39 per cent. The increase, in 1860, 
was very equally distributed through the several divisions of the State, 
although — as was to be expected — most of the deaths returned among 
those of foreign parentage, as well as nativity, are to be found in the 
mortuary record of cities and manufacturing villages. In Fall River, 
Cranston, Cumberland and North Providence, the majority of dece- 
dents were of foreign parentage. Fall River and North Providence 
also gave an excess in 1859. In 1860, in the city of Providence, 
there was an excess among the decedents of American parentage of 
28 : in 1859, of 59. Eight towns — Jamestown, Little Compton, 
Middle-town, New Shoreham, Tiverton, Glocester, Exeter and Rich- 

K report no deaths of foreign parentage, Six town*— Barring- 
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ton, West Greenwich, Portsmouth, Scituate, Charlestown and Wes 
terry — return each one death of foreign parentage. Of these for 
towns, returning not over one death of foreign parentage, eleven r 
a similar report in 1859. 

The following tahle will show the nativity of those who have diet 
in each of the last three years, sis well as the percentages of each clas 

DEATHS— NATIVITY. 



YEARS. Amsfan. 

i Sumter 2~2D5 

jPtrttnt 86.35 

(Number ' 1,863 

{Fermni j 82.98 

l Numlior i 2,244 



11.10 

290 
12.92 

322 
12.01 



It is interesting to ohserve the relationship between the deaths 
foreign parentage and nativity, as shown by the percentages in 1 
following statement : — - 
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17 
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The year in which the proportion of foreign nativity was lc 
returns the largest proportion of deaths of foreign parentage, while 
year in which the proportion of deaths of foreign nativity was great 
returns the smallest proportion of foreign parentage. 

This is quite suggestive as to the relative conditions of the pul 
health, during those years. A large part of those of foreign 
tage are of American birth. Now decedents of American birth, 1 
of foreign parentage, are mostly children — the majority at ages unt 
five — while, as we have frequently had occasion to remark, an incre; 

decrease in the percentage of infantile mortality has genera 
followed an increase or decrease in the annual rate of mortality. 

_s has before been stated, there were, during the year, 322 dea 
of natives of Ireland — over one-half (163) of which were registei 
in the city of Providence. Of the " other foreign," 84 were nati' 
of England and Scotland ; 14 of British America ; 8 of German; 
three of Portugal ; two of Norway, two of the West Indies, and 
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i ;k ti el' Africa and Holland. In five instances tlie nativity was not 
Mated. 



occurrii 



Age.— The following statement will show the percentages of deaths 
ng :it the several periods of life, for eaeli of the last seven years. 
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The mortality, at ages under five, was greater in 1800 than in 1859 ; 
particularly was this the case among children under one year of age, 
no year in our record exhibiting so high an infantile mortality. This 
increase shows itself in every division of the State, and is owing 
largely to the increased prevalence of cholera infantum. It will be 
observed, however, that the aggregate percentage of deaths, at ages 
under five, was, in lHiiO, scarcely above the average of the last seven 
years.* In 1859, an unusually large proportion of deaths was reported 
among the aged — 15.3 per cent, of the decedents being at or over 70 
years of age. In 1800, the mortality at the same periods of life 
amounted to 14.3 per cent. — a larger percentage than appeal's in any 
year except 1*51.1. In I860, the proportion of deaths between 20 and 
SO, was less than in any year except 1858. 

From the preceding statements, it will be inferred that the average 
ago of all who died during the year 18(10 was higher than usual. 



•Of tin' dentils registered in England, In 1859, nearly ime-lifth were of children 
under one year of age. Acenrdiin; iu n jbijht rei'ciilly [nvst-iileii to the Academy of 

Sciences, liy M. 15 Iml, llti' nuiriiilily :nii'inu r children, in [■Yiiihv, iiniounta to one - 

•ixth, during the first year unite. Among foinidl in gs the iimrlulily is eleven percent, 
g the Aral ten days of life, and fifty-five per cent within the flret year. 
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Such was the fact, as will appear from the following tabular abstract 
of the 

AVEKAGK ages, 



.,,, 


18M. 


1855. 183o". 


BR. 


1858. 


1869. 


IMD 




28,81 


27.14 
B0.78 


SBJfi 

am 


86.87 

30.77 


23.11.) 

2S.H7 


80.42 

82.84 














27.60 


2H.1I 1 


28.62 


lis.'...", 


Lll.-J 1 


;\l :■>,:< 









The relation of parentage to longevity, is one of considerable im- 
portance ; but we have not found time to analyze the facts in this 
connection, as they appear in the records of the several divisions of the 
State. Out foreign population, however, is subject to pretty much 
the same hygienic conditions wherever it is found in town or in the 
country, and the statements made by the Registrar of Providence, in 
his fifth report, will indicate very nearly the relations of parentage to 
longevity in the State at large. " Of the whole number of American 
parentage who died, 33.48 in each 100 were under five year* of age T 
while of those who died of foreign parentage, 52.89 in each 100 were 
under five. It was shown in the second report (1836) not only that 
of all the foreign population who died, more than one-half were under 
five years of age, but also, that of all the foreign children born in the 
city one-half died before reaching the age of ten years." While the 
average age of all who died in the city of Providence, in 1S60, was 
215.38 years, the average age of decedents of American parentage was 
#2.54, — -those of foreign parentage attaining an average of only I'd. 94 
years. During the five years, livjli-lJO inclusive, the average age of 
all was 24.77 years ; of those of American parentage, 30,55 ; of for- 
eign parentage, 18.43, — the decedents of American parentage furnish- 
ing an average more than twelve years higher than those of foreign 
parentage. 



Color. — The. number of deaths of colored [persons, registered during 
the year, was 107, — 57 males and 50 males. Of these deaths, 07 
were recorded in the city of Providence. In the State the deaths 
were 9 lea than the births ; in the city of Providence, 13 more. In 
1859, there was an excess of three births. As the births are more 
generally returned than the deaths, it is much to be questioned 
whether, in any year, there has been an actual excess of births among 
the colored — the aggregate of the years within our registration period 
nhows a considerable excess among the deaths. 

While the aggregate of recorded deaths was to our whole uopula- 
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tiou as one to 04. the deaths among the colored were to tlie colored 
population ;>• one to 87. This high rate of mortality is owing to the 
great fatality among the colored of diseases of the respiratory system. 
To these disease were ascribed 41 per eent. of the deaths during the 
year — 2*1 per rent, of which were from consumption. 
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s of death were unusually well given in the returns for* 
1, there having heen hut 188 cases in which the cause was omitted ; 
ret this was o>ie-f<>urtr«nth of the whole number of recorded deaths, 
i English returns, for 18-iS, less than one-fiftidh of the deaths 
* from unspecified causes ; " and the nature of the illness was 
described by men professionally qualified to give the information j in 
about 80 per cent, of the total number of deaths." We wish that the 
same might be s:iid of the causes of death as they appear in our own 
returns. There is certainly room for improvement. 

In Table VIII. we have given a list of the causes of death, arranged 
alphabetically. The table also shows the number of males and females 
who have died from each cause, in each month of the year, as also the 
periods of life within which the deaths may have occurred, [t appears 
iliat, as usual, consumption swept off the largest number of victims; 
cholera infantum ranks next in order of fatality, and pneumonia attains 
to an almost equally bad pre-eminence. 

As it. may be interesting to compare some of the most destructive 
diseases of one year with those of another, the following table has been 
prepared, showing tin- lm principal causes of death, with the number 
of deaths from each, for givtn periods of time. 



1S90. 




issn. 


Choker* lobolani 


so 
Hi 


PMAfa 1IT 

rrMUIU..nl» IIH 




11. Ir.. ,|.|.l ..,. ... 6> 



185*, 




Juut 1st, ISM. to term.. 
=1.1 '-■■■ 




t"jj 




l.".. 


{^•""•"t* 










g*™ 


PMtnuoit* 

rmr.TjpboW 


880 

■.- 


Hjdi-OMptnln 











70 



EIGHTH REGISTRATION' HKI'OKT. 



lim 



Almost t.lii' same diseases will be recognized in each one of the pre- 
ceding columns, the principal difference consisting in the slight annual 
variations in the relative positions of the several causes of death. 
Thus, of the ten most, efficient causes of the mortality of 1860, seven 
appear in each of the previous periods ; and it is a fact also worthy "i 
remark, that of these ten diseases, seven appear among the most 
efficient causes of the mortality in England in 1858. 

In Table IX, the causes of death have been classified, according to 
the system adopted in our previous reports. This table also shows the 
number and percentage of the deaths from each cause in each division 
of the State. Hy referring to Table IX, it will be seen that we have 
reduced the causes of death to twelve classes. Of these, the first is 
the Zymotic, including all diseases having an endemic, epidemic or 
contagions character. The remaining eleven classes come tinder the 
general head of Sporadic diseases — diseases originating independently 
of any known epidemic or contagious influence — and indicate, so far as 
possible, the physiological system in which the cause of death may 
have had its seat. 



Zymotic; Diseases, — have always held the most important place in 
our classification, not only as the causes of a considerable proportion 
of the aggregate annual mortality, but also from the fact that the mor- 
tality produced by them has a very wide range — a characteristic which 
belongs only to diseases of this class. If any one will examine the 
mortuary records of a given locality, for a period of years, they maybe 
surprised to find how nearly equal in number are the annual deaths 
from most of the sporadic diseases. Not so is it with the zymoses. 
These diseases scarcely appearing in the hills of mortality of one year, 
become fearfully destructive in another. Thus, measles was the 
reported cause of hut 3 deaths in 1850, although the previous year it 
was the cause of 75 deaths ; and scarlatina, causing but 64 deaths in 
1860, resulted in 234, in 1858 ; while diphtheria, destroying 67 per- 
sons in 1860, appeared for the first time among the causes of death in 
1858. 

Of the deaths in Rhode Island, during the year 1860, 26.8 per cent, 
were from the zymoses. This is even a smaller percentage than that 
of 1859, which was lower than had been reported in onr returns for 
any previous year. The percentages of 1860, when compared with 
those of 1859, show an increase in Washington county, the towns of 
Providence county and Kent county ; a decrease in Providence city, 
Newport county and Bristol county. The increase was principally 
owing to the unusual prevalence of cholera infantum and diphtheria. 
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Cholera Infantum. — This disease ranked highest among the zymoses 
■ h cause of death, in I860, having numbered 151 victims, a larger 
number than had previously been registered in any one year. In 1859, 
tniMil deaths were attributed to it. It is a fact, however, that while, in 
1859, therewere 102 deaths from diarrhoea and dysentery, there were 
but 90 deaths ascribed to these causes in I860, This is certainly re- 
markable, for a rise or fall in the deatli rates of diarrhoea and dysentery 
should naturally be followed by an increase or decrease in the mortality 
from cholera infinitum. During the past year, cholera infantum pre- 
vailed extensively in the .State, each division returning more than twice 
the number of fatal eases reported in 1859. The disease was particu- 
larly severe among the children of foreign parentage, in the city of 
Providence and the towns of Providence county. 

The number and percentage of the deaths from cholera infantum, 
for each of the hist five years, have been as follows: — 





I860. 


18S9. 


USB. 


186T. 


1866. 




151 


61 


n 

4.0 


8.4 














Nearly all the deaths were reported in the months of July, August 
and September. 

Of 082 deaths from cholera infantum, registered since June 1st, 
1852, 355 were of males ; ;i27 were of females. 



Diphtheria. — Six deaths were reported from diphtheria, in 1858, 
previous to winch time this disease had not appeared among the causes 
of deatli. During the year 1859, cases became frequent in medical 
practice, and the mortality increased to 20. In 1800, the number of 
deaths reported than diphtheria amounted to 07, a larger number than 
was attributed to any one of the zymoses — cholera infantum excepted. 
Previous to the year 1860 the disease had prevailed to no considerable 
extent out of the city of Providence, 22 of the 20 reported deaths bav- 
in- been registered in that city. In 1800, the disease assumed an 
epidemic form in several parts of the State, ap[ieariiig with especial 
in Washington comity. In the town of Ilopkinton, 9 deaths 
were reported, about one-third of the whole number registered; in 
South Kingstown, 12 deaths, nearly one-fifth of all the deaths ; Wash- 
county returning an aggregate of 25 deaths, or 12.2 per cent. 
■ Ihile number of deaths from specified causes; in the city of 
Prm idence, 21 deaths were reported (2.5 per cent.) ; in the towns of 
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Providence county, 11 (1.6 per cent.); in Newport count v. V (2.5 
per oent.). No deaths were returned from either Bristol or Kent 
wonties. 

Deaths were rejmrted in each month of the year except January — 
the largest number (16) in November. There were lint 3 deads 
reported in the first quarter of the year, and hut 6 in the second, while 
in the third there were 2l3. and in the fourth 32. In the first six 
months there were 9 deaths ; in the last sis montlis, 58. In the first 
sis months of 1850 there were 4 deaths ; in the last six months, 10. 
With reference to the season of its prevalence, diphtheria has differed 
markedly from scarlatina. The following table will show the aggre- 
gate nundter and percentage of the deaths from diphtheria and scarla- 
tina, in each month, for the three years period, 1858-60 inclusive. 
Our facts are necessarily too few to warrant us in adopting any con- 
clusions which they may suggest : we have simply placed them hi a 
tabular form, to he confirmed or refuted by the experience of subse- 
quent years. 



Jannary 
February . 

juiv .;;;;; 

Aujju*! . . . 

September 
October-. . 

NoYi-mWr 
December, 



During the first sis months the deaths from scarlatina amounted to 
69.3 per cent. ; the same months the deaths from diphtheria amounted 
to hut 14.1 per cent. During the last six months, 85.9 per cent, of 
all the deaths from diphtheria were returned, and hut 30.7 per cent, 
of the deaths from scarlatina. Croup, a disease with which diphtheria 
is allied, has also generally given a higher percentage of deaths during 
the first than the last six months of the year. The difference, how- 
ever, between the mortality of the first and fourth quarters has l>een 
slight. The last six years return an aggregate of 150 deaths in the 
first quarter and 153 in the fourth — a total of 309 deaths — against 
182 returned in the second and third quarters for the same period. 
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Of the 93 deaths from diphtheria, roistered in Rhode Island, 35 
of males and 58 of females. Of 12! deaths registered in Massa- 
chusetts and Vermont, 54 were of males and 70 of females. Dr. 
S. 1). Willard, of Albany, observes, tliat during tin- epidemic in that 
cfty, '* tlie number of girls who died outnumbered the boys by one- 
third." Tito Iinglish returns haw also shown an excess among the 
female decedents from this disease. 

Of the 93 deaths in Rhode Island, 49 were reported at ages under 
five ; 29 between live and ten ; — 78 at ages under ten, and 15 at ages 
B?er len. Of those over ten, but three were males. In England, in 
1858, of the males, 1,971 were under and 420 over ten ; of the 
females, 1,898 were under, and 547 over, ten years of age. 

The disease appears to be essentially one of childhood, and one to 
which females are more liable than males. 

Scarlatina— was the reported cause of 04 deaths — 7 less than the 
number returned in 1859, and a smaller number than has been returned 
since 1854. 

The number of deaths in each of the five years preceding 1800, was 
as follows: — 



71. 



234. 



147. 



208. 



71. 



Of the deaths registered in 1800, 4 occurred in Bristol county; 3 
in Kent county; 7 in Newport county; 17 in the towns of Provi- 
dence county ; 17 in Providence city, and 10 in Washington county. 
Of the 71 deaths in 1859, 45 were registered in Providence city and 
one in Washington county. The reduced mortality, in 1800, was 
owing to the unusual exemption from tills disease in the city of Provi- 
dence, the number of deaths reported in that city having been Il'ss 
than in any year since 1848. 

Fevers. — We find 02 deaths ascribed to the fevers typhus and ty- 
phoid, nearly all of which were from typhoid, the common endemic 
lever of this climate. The number of decedents was six U'tts than in 
1859. Providence city returns IS, just half the number reported in 
185 9, and the towns of Providence county return 24, just twice the 
number reported the preceding year. 

Deaths were, registered in each month of the year except April— 
the largest number (14) in October. The number in each quarter 
was as follows: — 



11. 



3. 



18. 



30. 
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In the last four months of the year there were 42 deaths. 

The following table will show the numbers and percentages of tie 
deaths from typhoid and typhus fevers, in each month, for given 
periods of time, in the States of Rhode Island, Massachusetts and 
Vermont. 



M0XTH3. 


RHODE ISLAND. \ 
5 yearn— 186tMSU. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
3 yean*— 1857-9. 


VERMONT. 
3 years— 1867-0. 




Number. ; Per cent. 


Number. 


Per cent. 


, Number. 


Per cent. 




25 ! 8-3 


214 
141 
162 
159 
138 
142 
162 
294 
347 
485 
321 
274 


7.5 

4.9 

5.7 

5.6 

4.9 

4.9 

5.7 

10.4 

12.2 

17.1 

11.4 

97 


; 25 

: 27 

1 21 

; 26 

! 23 
18 

: 21 

1 38 
89 

1 89 
77 
43 


5.1 




17 
16 
8 
15 
16 


5.6 
5.3 
2.7 
5.0 
5.3 


5.5 
4.0 


April 


5.2 


May 


4.7 


June 


3.6 




18 


6.0 


4.0 




17 
41 
49 
53 
26 


5.6 
13.6 
16.3 
17.6 

8.7 


7.7 




18.0 
18.0 
15.5 

8.7 




301 


100.0 


2,839 


100.0 


497 


100.0 



It will be seen that in each of these States by far the largest por- 
tion of the mortality occurs within the last six months of the year. 
Dividing the year into periods of four months each, we obtain the 
following percentages for each State : — 



PERIODS 

January- April 

May-August. 

September-December . . 



I Rhode Island. 




Vermont. 



19.8 
20.0 
60.2 



In Massachusetts the mortality was greatest in October. In Ver- 
mont, September and October give the highest death rates, while in 
Rhode Island the largest number of deaths was returned in November. 
The sudden reduction of the mortality in each State, in December, is 
worthy of notice. 

As there is usually an interval of at least fifteen or twenty days, 
between the access of this disease and its fatal termination, we may 
safely consider the period of the greatest activity of the endemic causes 
of typhoid as extending, in New England, from about the middle of 
August to the middle of November. 

In Rhode Island the deaths from typhus and typhoid, during the 
last five years, amounted to 2.8 per cent, of all from specified causes ; 
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in Massachusetts, during the the tlirt? f years 1857-1859, to 4.4 per 
cent. ; in Vermont, during the Name period, to 4.8 per cent. 

Of the 301 decedents in Rhode Island, 18.3 percent, were between 
1_5 and 20 yvnrs of age, and 22.1} per cent, between 20 and 30, — 41 
1 >er cent, between the ages of 15 and 80. 

During the past year, ten deaths were reported from '' fever " — the 
B-cind of fever was not stated — five from " bilious fever," and one from 

* * remittent fever." 

Group, — - was the cause of 57 deaths, one less than in 1859. The 

* ftumber registered in the city of Providence was less than in 1859, 
""v^hile the number in the towns of Providence county was 15 more. 

HX'iiths occurred in each month of the year — the smallest number (1) 
«-»July, the largest number (9) in October. Of the decedents 47 
"V^ere under five years of age ; none were over ten. 



Diarrhoea and Bywitttrt/.—Tu the former, 41 deaths were attri- 
buted ; to the hitter, 49, — 90 from both causes, 12 less than from the 
Bame diseases in 1859. The number of decedents in the city of 
Providence (38) was the same in 1860 and 1859. Bristol county 
rvturm' 1 4 more deaths from diarrhoea than in 1859, and 12 less from 
dysentery. From the two diseases, 28 deaths — nearly one-third — 
were reported in August ; and in the third quarter, 63, or over two- 
thirds of the whole number. There were more deaths from diarrhoea 
than from dysentery, in July, and more deaths from dysentery than 
from diarrhoea, in October. A reduction in the rate of mortality from 
diarrhoea has generally preceded a reduced mortality from dysentery. 

Over 70 per cent, of the decedents from diarrhoea and dysentery 
were under five years of age. 

From the four diseases, diarrhoea, dysentery, cholem infantum and 
cholera morbus — the latter causing 7 deaths — the number of decedents, 
during the year lSo'U, was 248, or about 10 per cent, of the whole 
number from specified causes, and over 30 per cent, of the number 
from specified causes during the third quarter of the year. 



Soaping Cough. — The number of deaths from hooping cough, in 
1800, was 40 ; the same number was returned the year preceding. 
The deaths in Providence were three less than in 1859. Newport 
county returns but one death ; in 1859 the number was 13. Wash- 
ington county returns deaths; in 1859 none were reported. Deaths 
reported in each month of the year except November and 



KlttHTH REGISTRATION REPORT. 

December. Nu decedent was over five yeara of age ; in 1859, 4» 

between five iunl tL'n. 

The disease lias prevailed much more extensively the last two 
than common ; the average Dumber ot" decedents for the five 
preceding 18.50 bad been but 11. 

Erysipelas. — To tins disease were ascribed 22 deaths; — 
males ; 1 8 of females. Our previous returns show no special liahili 
on the part of females to this disease. Of the decedent*, 11 — al; 
females— were under five. 

Small Pox was the cause of d deaths in 18(>0, 5 of which were 
registered in Providence. In January, three deaths were reported, 
and one in each of the following months: February, March, April, 
May, July and December. Says the Registrar of Providence : '• The 
disease was introduced into the city from Boston, in October, 1859, 
and continued, mostly as varioloid, until June, 18(50. During that 
time, there were six deaths, four of which were of non-residents. The 
disease was again brought to the city from New York, abont the mid- 
dle of November, I860 ; and three other cases, all varioloid, hui ■ ■ - i n ■ •■ 
been brought from the same place, so that the disease lias continued 
to tins time, April, 1861. Yet during the lour months in which the 
disease has existed, to this date, it has produced only one case of un- 
modified small pox, and has caused no deaths. 

" Two most important points are established by these facts: — 

" 1. That the population of Providence is well protected by vacci- 
nation. 

" 2. The absolute necessity of re- vaccination, to eradicate the dis- 



From other zymotic causes 29 deaths were reported. Nine were 
from puerperal fever ; eight from measles; four from pyn'initt ; three 
from thrush ,' two from syphilis (infantile) ; two from injiut 
one from parotitis or mumps. 



" 



Gknekai., ok Not Localized Disease. 

Dropsy. — Under this head were placed fiti deaths — 21 of males, 35 
of females. An aggregate from all our returns shows a 
excess of female decedents. 



Debility, — was also the reported cause of 5(5 deaths ; but debility 
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ties rather the condition of the patient than the canst? of death. 
idoubtedly, in manv of these cases, it was difficult to ascertain the 
disease or primary cause of the death. Still we should have preferred 
to have announced a reduced rather than an increased number of 
deaths from this cause the past year. Of the 50 who died, 4 "2 were 
under five, and 9 over seventy years of age. 

Cancer. — To this disease were ascribed 44 deaths, one mora than 
was reported in 18511. Of the deaths, 14 were of males, 30 of females. 
In an aggregate of 202 decedents from cancer, since 1852, (19 were 
males. 1 i > - i females. But one death was reported, in I860, at an age 
under 30. Most of the deaths from cancer occur between the ages of 
40 and 60. 

In 24 eases the location of the cancer whs specified. In nine, the 
stomach was the organ affected; in live, the breast; in three, the 
uterus ; in three, the liver. The thyroid gland, the face, the intes- 
tines and heart (!) were each said to have been the seat of the dis- 
ease in a single instance. 

Marasmus.— Under this head are placed 3" deaths, 20 of which 
were reported hi Providence. In September, 8 deaths were reported; 
in the third quarter, 21. The large increase in the mortality from 
marasmus in this quarter, particularly in the months of August and 
September, was noticed in our last report. 

All the decedents were under five years of age. 

Malformation, — was the cause of 15 deaths. The subjects were 
generally but a few days old : and of the specified malformations, the 
most frequent were of the heart. 

Mortification, — caused 10 deaths, a larger number than usual. In the 
towns of Providence county ft were reported. None Were registered 
in Providence city or Newport county. But one of the decedents 
was under 40 vcars of age ; 7 were over 60, several of whom died of 
the disease known as senile gangrene. 

From other diseases belonging to this class 45 persons died during 
the year: from scrofula, nine; tumor, eight; Jtemcrrhage, eight ; 
abscess, seven; anamia, five; 'uiftmu motion and ulcer, each three; 
purpura, two. Of the tumors resulting in death, two or three were 
Specified as " ovarian." In one or two instances the hemorrhage was 
from tlie lungs ; in one it was occasioned by " hemorrhoids." 



EIGIITH REGISTRATION RKPORT. 



paw . 



Nervous System. — The number of deaths returned from di 
of this class was 307, 25 more than were returned in 1868. Th<6 
percentage, however (12.28), was lower than has ever before beou 
reported. 

Convulsions. — -To this cause weru attributed TO deaths, including 
three troin puerperal convulsions. Of the remaining 07 decedents, 46 
were males, 22 females: 53 were tinder five years of age. Deaths 

were returned in each month of the year — the largest number, ;u 
usual, in the third quarter. 

Hydrocephalus. — This disease resulted in 52 deaths, a smaller num- 
ber than common. Of the decedents 40 were under five, and 50 under 
ten : 20 were males and 23 were females. More deaths were reported 
in the third than in any other quarter of the year. 

Apoplexy and Paralysis, — were the causes of 84 deaths, the former, 
of 51 ; the latter, of 33. The number of deaths returned from apo- 
plexy was the same as in 1859. Of the 84 decedents from both dis- 
eases, 37 were males, 47 females ; 58 were over 00 years of age ; but 
one was under 30. 

Brain, affections of,— occasioned 72 deaths: 41 were from inlliiiu- 
mation of the brain ; 14 from congestion of the brain, and 17 from 
unspecified " disease of the brain." Of the decedents, 15 were iiiah j s 
and 27 females ; 35 were under five, and 53 were under twenty years 

Insanity. — Under this head are placed 11 deaths, 5 less than were 
reported in 1850. 

Delirium Tremens, — numbered 10 victims, a!l males and all regis- 
tered in Providence county ; 8 Were returned in the city of Provi- 
dence. Seven were between the ages of 40 and 50. 

Tetanus, — was the cause of 5 deaths. Three were reported in 
Newport county, and two in Kent county. Of the 23 deaths from 
this disease since 1852, have been returned from Newport countv. 
The decedents, in 1800, were all males, and the deaths occurred in 
the months of May, June, July and August. 

Epilepsy, — was the reported cause of but 4 deaths. The mortality 
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Bom epilepsy may have been larger, as quite !i number of deaths are 
Stfd to !::''■ 8 been produced by " a fit, - ' or " (its." some of which were 
doubtless epileptic in their nature; but the uncertainty of the term 
" tits " is bo great that we have thought best to include nil death* so 
Mgnrtod under the general head of convulsions. 



Bssfibatory Systfm. — To diseases of this class are attributed a 
huge portion of our annual mortality — a larger percentage than is 
found in any other class, if wo except, perhaps, the Bymoses. 

In I860, the percentage was 4.4 higher than that of the zymoses ; 
in 1859, 4.5 per cent, higher. This is unusual, and Is scarcely to be 
attributed to an actual increase in the mortality from respiratory dis- 
eases during those years, but rather to the reduced fatality from 
endemic and epidemic discuses, to which we have before alluded. 

The number of deaths from respiratory diseases, in 1800, was 730, 
which was 132 more than were reported in 1850, although the per- 
centage (29.22) was almost identical with that of 1859. Each divi- 
sion of the State returns an increased number of decedents, except 
Kent county, which reports eight less. The towns of Providence 
county give a somewhat reduced percentage. 

Coiisumpti'-Hi. — While most diseases, in their annual progress, are 
followed by a varying record of mortality, consumption, with unrelent- 
ing purpose, pursues and strikes down its victims. In 1859, the num- 
licr •>[' deaths returned, from consumption, was 432, a larger number 
than had before been reported. In 1860, the number arose to 503 ; 
(he percentage, however (20.1), was less than in the previous year. 
Indeed, it is a pretty well established principle, that the annual death 
rates of consumption, in a given population, are nearly uniform, so 
that an increase of the numlwr of deaths from this disease, in any year, 
■ frequently to l>e ascribed to fuller returns than to an actual 
e in the rate of its fatality, while an increase or decrease in the 
tage of deaths from the same disease is a direct result of a de- 
a or an increase in the mortality from other causes. 
I in. 1 accept the correctness of our returns, the death rates of con- 
dition will be found to vary considerably in the different divisions 
die vState. Thus, in Bristol county, during the past year, 20 deaths 
n consumption were reported to each 10,000 living ; in Kent county, 
Hi deaths; in Newport county, 23 ; in the towns of Providence county, 

Kin the city of Providence, 43; in Washington county, 18, — and 
e whole State. 29 deaths to each 10,000 living. The disease 




n count] . 
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appears to assume its most malignant :is|n.-cl in tin., ,-ity of I'rowdi 
while it deals most tenderly with the inhabitants of Washington c 
Would that this immunity were real not. only among the dwellers 
along onr southern shores, but among the whole rural population of 

tin.' State. Hut we find that, (hiring our registration period, the num- 
ber of deaths from consumption, in each one hundred, from nil specified 
causes, has been as great in Washington county — indeed in ;ill the 
country divisions — ;is in Providence city. The past year furnishes an 
exception to the rule, as the percentage in Washington county was 
hut 15.2, while in the city of Providemv it was 22.0, over 2 per cent. 
more than was registered iu any other division. Indeed, the mortality 
in Providence was higher than usual, as will be shown by the follow- 
ing statement of the ratio of the deaths in that city, to the living pops- 
lation, of the several specified years. 

1856, one death from consumption in 27-1 of the population. 

issr, » " " 274 « 

1858, " " " 292 « 

1859, " » " 2G8 « 

1860, « '■ » 233 « 

Of the decedents from consumption, in I860, 59 per cent. ■ 
females. Of the 2,058 deaths reported during the last five years, 8 
were of males, and 1,20;> (.>S per cent.) of females. It is a cm 
fact, that while in the city of Providence there has been invariabl 
large excess of females among those dying I'roni consumption, itapp* 
entirely among those of American parentage. Thus, during a pi-rimi 
of five years, tiie numbers were — of American parentage, 17b' males 
and 3411 females ; of foreign parentage, 204 males and 201 females,* 

The largest number of deaths reported for one month was 53 — in 
August; the smallest number, 28 — in May. The numbers returned 
for each quarter of the year, as well as for the five years period, 
1855-59 inclusive, were as follows: — 



VUIIS 


lot Quittor. 


2d Quarto. 


31 OtmrWr. 


4lh QlMrter. 




118 
510 


120 

440 


127 
437 













From this it would appear that the death rate is something less 
during the spring and summer months than during the fall and winter, 
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the first and last quarters of the five 
64 per cent, of the annual mortality. 



■s period representing about 



Pneumonia. — To this disease 147 deaths were ascribed, to which 
may lie properly added 15 deaths from congestion of the lungs, making 
a total of 162, a larger number than was reported from any other 
cause, consumption excepted. In 1859, 125 deaths were returned, 
(including 9 from congestion of the lungs,) or a little over 6 per cent. 
of all from given causes, the percentage being almost identical with that 
for 1860. Indeed, the percentage of no one of the causes of mortality 
is so uniform as that of pneumonia, as, unlike almost all other sporadic 
diseases, whiJe its death rate may never fall below a given point, it is 
almost sure to rise above it, during the prevalence of epidemic diseases. 

Of the 162 decedents, 60 were under five years of age, and 43 
were over six';'. As has often been remarked, the disease is most 
fatal among the very young and the aged. March and April each 
gave 20 deaths, the largest number tor one month. The smallest 
number (6) was reported in September. The quarterly returns for 
the year were as follows: — 



57. 



49. 



34. 



Tire mortality of the first quarter amounted to 35 percent. ; of the 
third to 13 per cent. These percentages are almost identical with 
those obtained from nggregates of the mortality for the same quarters 
during the last eight years. 



Bronchitis, — was the cause of six teen deaths; catarrh of two. Seven 
persons are said to have died of pleurisy, as also seven of " throat dis- 
ease." Six of these last were children, some of whom may have been 
the victims of diphtheria. There were twelve deaths from " dropsy 
of the chest ; " six from laryngitis ; and four from " disease of the 
lungs." From all other causes !>elonging to this class, there were 
eleven deaths : three from asthma; two from hemoptysis; two from 
quinsy, and one from each of the following causes: bronehocele, dia- 
phragmitis, a-dema of the glut/in, spasm of the glottis. 

Broncbocele has been classed with diseases of the respiratory sys- 
tem. It has few, if any, features in common with the other diseases 
of this class, and its locality scarcely warrants the classification which 
we have been forced to adopt for the want of a better. The disease, 
Jcnown under the name of goitre, is very prevalent in Switzerland and 
11 
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s not unfrequently seer 
try, It is, however, rarely f; 
The ik-rttli which was reported the past year, in Rhode Island, is tin- 
only one which has occurred during our registration period. 



other mountainous localities, and 
practice in many parts of thi 




Circttlatoky Ststem. — Under this head were placed 73 deaths — 
70 from " diseases of the heart;" fit! were so reported ; three were 
case3 of pericarditis, and one of angina pectoris. Of the decedents 
from diseases of the heart, 19 were between 00 and 70 years of age. 
Of 306 decedents within the last five years, 165, or 54 per cent., M - ere 
over 50 years of age. One death was reported from aneurism, and 
two from phlebitis or inflammation of the veins. 

The percentage of the mortality from diseases of the circulatory 
system was slightly less than in 1850, 



Digestive System. — To diseases of this class 172 deaths wen- 
attributed, being 6.8 per cent, of the deaths from all causes. To 
"disease of the liver" was ascribed 31 deaths, to which maybe added 
9 from liepatitix and 7 from jaundice, making a total of 47. This is 
an unusually large number of deaths from diseases of the liver. 

Teething, — a loose and uncertain term, meaning diarrhoea, cholera 
infantum, hydrocephalus, almost anything — is said to have destroyed 
31 children. The same number was reported in 1850. The deaths 
from teething are most frequent in July, August and September — 
months in which diarrhosa and cholera infantum are most prevalent, 
discuses which in this climate generally furnish the most prominent 
symptoms in fatal cases of teething. 

There were 66 cases in which the bowels were fatally diseased ; 12 
were returned under the general head of " disease of the bowels ; " 
28 were eases of inflammation of the bowels ; 14 of peritonitis ; 16 of 
colic, and one of intitmaseeptian of the bowels. 

Diseases of the stomach proved fatal in 20 cases : 11 were returned 
from gastritis (inflammation of the stomach) ; four from dyspepsia; 
four from unspecified " disease of the stomach," and one from hama- 
temesis. Three deaths also were reported from " worms ; ' 
hernia, and one from tabes mesenterica. 
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Urinary System. — Under this head are placed 29 deaths: 15 front 
the kidneys ; " eight from diabetet ; two from eyttitit (in- 
flammation of tin.' bladder), and one from each of the fbllowingcaiaef: 
l/mrc!, nephritis (inflammation of the kidneys), rnlnn/i'd prostate and 
'h-»ii>jin\!/. Several deaths from albuminuria^ or Height's disease, are 
included among those ascribed to disease of the kidneys. 

The mini her of decedents from diabetes is large, half the number 
Mnooaly reported, six were males and two females. Of those re- 
ported previous to 18(>0, iiiin- were males, seven females. 



Genehative System. — Under this head are classed 14 death 
from •' disease of the uterus" and 13 from "childbirth," the partictih 

eident nccasionii i g the fatal termination being general iy unspecified. 
To the 13 deaths from childbirth may very properly lie added 9 from 
pueqwnil fever and 3 from puerperal convulsions, making an aggregate 
ul' 2"> deaths from causes incident to childbirth, precisely the number 
returned in 1859. 

During the year 1860, there were 4,(i20 eases of parturition re- 
torted, being 185 eases to each death from puerperal causes. This is 
what below the average, as, during the five years previous, there 
were 18,398 cases of childbirth, 111 of which terminated fatally to the 
toother, or one death to 165 cases. In the State of Vermont", in 
19,260 cases of childbirth, registered during the three years 1857- 
1869, the deaths among the mothers were as one to 164. Of 238,033 
ises of childbirth reported in Massachusetts, during the seven years 
1853-1859, 1,551 terminated fatally, the ratio of the deaths to the 
whole number of mothers being as one to 153. In Kentucky, for the 

o years 1858 and 1850, the ratio was as one to 247. The apparent 
exemption from puerperal mortality in the latter State is owing, to a 
considerable extent, to defective death returns. 

The preceding facts are exhibited in the following tabular form, 
which also includes some results obtained from the English returns for 



si 



•The number of mothers was estimated from the births, including the still-horn, 

educting from the aggregate the iiuiuliei' of plumliiy vasvf. In Kiiglninl, we have 

iwpd the number of mother* to lie represented !>}■ the number of living children 

; the actual number of mollier* wuh -lightly larger, iiul enough, however, to affect 

naterially the figures In the last two columns. 
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Vei 
Ker 
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STATES. 


—„_. 


tm „i 


Number of 


Number of 


Nnmlwaf 

k:lth»'«l'«. 


Rhode I ski id. 


6y«. 1855-60 inclusive. 


23.018 


136 


169 


5.92 


Massachusetts 


Tyre. 1853-59 inclusive. 


319,083 


1,551 


153 


6.63 


Vermont — 


J its. 1857-53 intlusivi' 


19,260 


117 


164 


6.10 


Kentucky.. .. 


2yrs. 1858-59 inclusive, 


5-2,231 


•212 


247 


4.05 




1868 


055,481 


3,181 


209 


4.78 



It will be observed that the number of deaths to 10 J mothers was 
isiderably less in England than in the American Slates, Kentucky ex- 
cepted. Our observations have not extended over a sufficient period of 
time to determine, with exactness, the relative liability to the various 
puerperal accidents in each country. An examination of our returns 
would seem to indicate that the foreign born are considerably more liable 
to the accidents of childbirth than the American born. The same iiict 
has been observed elsewhere in this country. " The whole number 
of deaths from childbirth and puerperal fever in Boston, from 1854 l 
1858 inclusive, and in Providence, from 1858 to I860 inclusive, i 
257, of whom 75 were American] and 182 were foreign females 
Within the last six years 9 deaths have been reported in Provide 
from "rupture of the uterus ; " in every instance the woman was 
native of Ireland. 

In England, from 1818 to 1857, " the proportion of mothers who 
died had declined from 6.10 per 1000 to 4.20. In 1858, this improve- 
ment was checked, and the proportion rose again to 4.78." During 
the aggregate of the 12 years, 1847-58, it was 5.10, 

Of 37,656 puerperal deaths recorded in England during the 1: 
years (1847-58), 12,207 were from "metria," or puerperal fem 
nearly 33 per cent. Of 2,010 deaths reported from puerperal c 
in this country, but 259, or 12 per cent., were from puerperal fi 



Locomotive System.— Under this class are placed 21 des 
of which were from rheumatism, more than twice as many a 
before been reported in any one year. Of the deaths from rhi 
tism, 13 were of females. In 1850, all (7) were males, 
recorded deaths, 21 have been of males, 25 of females. 

Four deaths were reported from " disease of spine," and one £ 
" disease of bone." 
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Isteoumknttve System. — But one death was registered under 
This head — that of a child from ectema. The case occurred in Provi- 
dence. 

Old Age. — To this cause were attributed llfi deaths, one less than 
in 1859. Of this number 37 were males, 79 females — a larger pro- 
portion than usual, although the female excess has always lieen con- 
nderahle. 

Age sustains most important relations to mortality, but can never 
be considered as being itself either a disease or cause of death. In the 
can of 116 decedents, all but three of whom were over 70 years of 
age, the cause of death was practically not stated, while in 253 deaths 
Tegistered in 1860, at ages over 70, the cause was specified. These 
considerations are to be remembered particularly in comparing the 
j>ercentages of the deaths from old age in the several divisions of the 
State. 



ExTeuxai, Causes. — During the year 152 deaths were reported 
from external or violent causes. The proportion tu deaths from other 
causes is higher than usual. The percentages in Providence city and 
the towns of Providence county were about the same as in 1859, the 
increase being chiefly in other divisions of the State. 

It is a curious fact, that the percentage has been invariably higher 
in the towns of Providence county than in Providence city, and gen- 
erally higher in these towns than in any other division of the State. 
Deaths from this class of causes are usually frequent in proportion to 
"the density of the population. 

Of the decedents reported 105 were males and 47 females, more 
males than females having been registered from each cause excepting 
"burns and scalds." 



, — Under this head were placed 47 deaths: 88 were of 
males, 9 of females ; 16 were reported in the city of Providence, and 
17 in the towns of Providence county. The special causes of 33 of 
the deaths were given as follows : from " a fall," seven deaths ; " fall 
from a building," five ; "fall down stairs," four ; " run over," "run 
Over by railroad cars," "blow on the head," "fall of chimney," 
" caught in machinery," each two deaths ; and one from each of the 
following causes, vin. : "blow," "fall of a boat," " kicked by ahorse," 
* Snot," " inhalation of gas from a gaspipe," " hit by car hunters," 
9 run over by fire-engine." 
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Drowning. — Daring the year 32 persons perished by drowning; 1-ii 
were returned from the towns of Providence county ; 27 wen 

6 were females; 24 were under 30 years of age. The facts pertainS 

to tlie sex and age of the drowned an.- similar to those obtained tmu 
the records of previous years. 

Burns and scalds, — were the causes of 24 deaths, 11 of which 
recorded in the city of Providence* 

The subjects of these distressing accidents are mostly children. TV 
number under five the past year was 16, included among which were 
all the male;-— 7 in number. 

liitcni/icraiicr. — numbered lii victims; 1" were registered B 
city of Providence ; 11 were males and O females. 

Including the 10 deaths from delirium tremens and one from 
ing, "owing tu intemperance." we have a total of 27 deaths resulting 
from the intemperate use of alcoholic liquors. This number is lafjS", 
but by no means as large as it. would have been had not the nam® 
some disease too frequently been dropped, like a mantle, over the frail* 
ties of the victim, by the hand of charity. 

Sldcide. — 'The number of persons who committed suicide was \% 

7 males and 5 females. The number in 1859 was 9. 

Five eases Were reported in the towns of Providence county ; tbr 
In Providence city; two in Washington county, and one each Hi- 
Bristol and Kent counties. Three destroyed themselves by shooting; 
three by banging and one by taking arsenic. In five instances this 
method was unspecified. 

From all other causes of this class 21 deaths were reported. 

There were seven fatal cases of poisoning : one by laudanum ; oneof 
opium; one by oil of mirbonne; one by mushrooms. Of three pW 
sons all we know is that they were " poisoned." 

From exposure and neglect, five died, three of whom wen.' youiij! 
children. 

There were four eases of murder. Since 1852 sixteen cases °< 
murder and homicide have been reported, nine of which 
tered in 1855. 

One death was reported from heat, and one from freezing : onetro" 1 
exhaustion, one from suffocation, and one from amputati 
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IE REGISTRATION LAW OP RHODE ISLAND. 



REVISED STATUTES. TITLE XIV, CHAPTER 70. 



Section 1. The town clerks of the several towns, or in lieu thereof, any 
person whom the board of aldermen of any city, or the town council of any 
town, may, upon the written recommendation of an authorized committee of the 

Rhode Islam! Medical Society, appoint for that pur[>ose. arc hereby authorized 
und required to obtain, chronologically record and index, as require;! by the 
forms prescribed by the third section of this chapter, all information concerning 
births, marriages and deaths occurring among the inhabitants of their respective 
towns; and on or before the first Monday in March, annually, to make duly 
certified returns thereof to the secretary of state, for each year, ending on the 
thirty-first day of December, accompanying the same with a list of those indi- 
viduals required by law to make returns to them, who have neglected the same, 
and with such remarks relating to the object of the law as they may deem 
important, to communicate. 

Sec. '2. It shall bo the duty of the secretary of stale to receive the returns 
made in pursuance of the preceding section, mul annually, with such assistance 
as shall he rendered by any authorized committee of the Rhode Island Medical 
Society, to make and publish, not exceeding one thousand copies, a general 
abstract and report thereof, in form as prescribed by section third of this chap- 
He shall also cause said returns to be arranged, full alphabetical indexes 
of all the names to lie made, the whole to be hound in convenient sized volumes, 
and carefully preserved in his office, for which hr: shall receive the sum of fifty 



The blank forms required to carry oat the provisions of this chspte 
, on application, be furnished by the secretary of state, to clergymen 
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physicians, undertakers, town clerks, clerks of the Society of Friends, and other 
persons requiring them, substantially after the following forms, viz. : The record 
of a birth shall state the date and place of birth, name and sex of child, whether 
living or still born, the name and surname, color, occupation, residence and 
birthplace of the parents, and the time of recording, so far as the same can be 
ascertained. The record of a marriage shall state the date of the marriage, 
place, name, residence, and official station of the person by whom married, 
names and surnames of the parties, age, color, occupation and residence of each, 
condition (whether single or widowed ). what marriage, if second, third or other 
marriage, the occupation, birthplace and name of their parents, and the time of 
recording, so far as the same can be ascertained. The record of deaths shall 
state the date of death, name and surname of deceased, the sex, color and con- 
dition (single or married), age, occupation, place of death, place of birth, 
names and birthplace of parents, disease or cause of death, and the time of 
recording, so far as can be ascertained. 

OF MARRIAGES. 

Sec. 4. Every Society of Friends, clergymen, and all others, authorized to 
join persons in marriage, shall make a faithful record of every such rite per- 
formed by them, in manner and form aforesaid, and return the same on or before 
the second Monday of every month, for the last preceding month, to the clerk 
of the town in which such rite shall have been performed ; and no marriage 
shall be solemnized, until the parties shall have signed and delivered to the 
authority about to solemnize it, or to the clerk of a Society of Friends, a certifi- 
cate containing the information required for the record of a marriage, as pre- 
scribed in the third section of this chapter. 

OF BIRTHS. 

Sec. •"). It shall be the duty of the clerk of each of the towns, annually, in 
the month of January, to collect the facts required by section third of this 
chapter, in relation to all children born in the town during the year ending the 
thirty-first day of December next preceding, and for each full report of a birth 
so obtained, the clerk shall receive ten cents, to be paid by the town in which 
the birth is recorded, 

OF DEATHS. 

Sec. 6. Whenever any person shall die in the State, it shall be the duty of 
the physician attending in his or her last sickness, within forty-eight hours after 
the death, to leave with the family, if any, or persons having care of deceased, 
or to give to the undertaker or person who conducts the funeral, a certificate 
stating the name of the deceased, the date of the death, and the disease or cause 
pf death. 

OF UNDERTAKERS. 

SSec, 7, There may be appointed by the town authorities of every town a 



sufficient number nl' |M'V.-ii|i- I :;■ U llilcrtakers. J1-I(]r.\ ;ihl(j lit tile pleasure ,,!' 

(he authorities. 

Sm\ s. It shall I"' Am duty of the undertaker, or of the person Bio ™n- 
tlucts a funeral, or who buries, or deposits in a tomb, the liudy nl' unv deceased 
person, to obtain the lints required by section third of this chapter, in relation 
to dent!i=, concerning such deceased pci'sou. together with tin: physician - ivr 
tifieatr of the cause of death. it':i physician was in iiltenilancc, arid on nr before 
the second Monday of the next succeeding month to make a return of the tacts 
obtained, together with tlu> physician's certificate, to the clerk of the town in 
which the death occurred. 

Sec. B. Any town may enact Municipal laws, more effectually to attain tba 
objects herein contemplated : Provided, they do not conflict with the main tint) 
s|i:.-i-ilic 'ilij'.T! of lliis act, Viz. : to secure the most perfect registration. 



Sec, 10. The town clerk or person recommended aiiil appointed a.- afore- 
said, shall receive for each record of a birth or death, made and returned as 
required by law. tun cents ; and for each record of n marriage, made and re- 
turned as required by law, twenty cents ; to be paid them out of their respec- 
tive town treasuries : Provided, that the yearly eon i pec sat ion to lie paid out of 
the town treasury as aforesaid, to any one town clerk or person appointed as 
aforesaid who shall faithfully perform the ihuies preserilied by this chapter, shall 
riot be Iosb than five dollars. Undertakers and others making returns of deaths 
us required in section eight of this chapter, shall receive for each full report of 
a death made to the town clerk, five cenls in toe cities of Providence or New- 
port, ant] ten cents in the other towns of the State. 

Sei'\ II. [f any clergyman, physician, undertaker, town el erk, clerk of 
any meeting of the Society of Friends, or other person shall willfully neglect or 
refuse to perforin any of the duties imposed on, or required of bioi. by this 
chapter, he shall, at the discretion of the court or justice trying the cause, nn 
conviction thereof, be fined not exceeding twenty dollars, tor each offence, one- 
halt' thereof to the use of the town in which the offence shall occur, the other 
half to the person who shall complain of the sumo. 

Sei\ 12. In order that it may be more surely ascertained that no clergy- 
man, physician, coroner, undertaker, nr clerk of the Society of Friends, neglects 
to make the returns specified in litis chapter, each one shall cause his tiameaud 
residence to lie recorded in liie clerk's oitice of the town where lie resides. 

She. Ki. No letters of udministrati >r letters testamentary, shall lie 

granted by tiny court of probate upon the effects or estute id' any person until 
the ilcnth of such [tersou. or tin: fuels from which (he same is presumed, shall 
lie duly certified, as near as may be, to the town clerk, in order that the same 
may 1"' duly registered aceurdiug to the pi'uvisioos (if litis chapter. 

Skc. 14. The said books nr regislcrs. or a certificate duly cenhied by tho 
town clerk, or persons appointed as aforesaid, as containing a full copy of the 
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record of any marriage, birth or death, shall hereafter be admitted in any court 
in this State, &s prima facie proof of any marriage, birth or death. 

Sec. 15. Births, marriages, and deaths of non-resident shall be distinguished 
from those of residents, in the returns, by being Arranged separately. 

Sec. 16. The secretary of state may, from time to time, vary the forms of 
returns, and require such additional information as he may consider necessary 
to effect the object of this chapter. 

Sec. 17. The sum of two hundred and fifty dollars, annually, to be drawn 
for by the secretary of state, is appropriated out of the general treasury, to 
defray the expense incident to examining, collecting and arranging the registra- 
tion returns, making the necessary tables and drawing up the report required 
by the second section of this chapter. 
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TABLE, 

Showing the Population of the Cities and Towns in the State of 
Rhode Island, ly sexes, as returned l<i the E'njhth Census, 1860. 


TOWNS AND DIVISIONS OF 
THB STATE. 


WHITES. 


FBEK COLORED. 


— 


M»:«> ' FhdiIh 


Total. 


Mains. 1 I'.-iuiiIim. ' Toll*. 


Barrinnl n 


607. 421 

ll 2 m 

1,131 1,467 


!l7H 
5,087 
2,584 


8 1 14 22 

120 11-1 2M 

25 27 52 


1,000 
5,271 
2,686 






Bkistul Cochty 

. 

]-:a»t Greenwich 

Went Greenwich 

Warwick 


4.130 4,489 
1,970 2.276 

1.'" l.l'.iT 
667 699 
4,038 4,734 


8.699 

4,246 
2,785 
1,256 
8,767 


153 156 

'56; 47 
83 7H 


308 

9; 

2 

159 


8,907 

4,247 
2,882 
1,268 
8,916 




8,088, 9,006 
1.641 1.6B7 


17,044 

'387 
lflBl 

9,817 
1.292 
2.039 

i,ao2 


134 125 

18 21 
10; A 

i 4 
7 4 

29i; 400 
13 15 
8; 1 
11 14 


269 

89 
13 

6 
11 

691 

9 


17,303 

3,377 
400 
1,304 
1,012 
10,608 
1,320 
2,048 






Mi bm 

60S 4M 
4...l;i 6,804 

678 619 
1,051 988 

960 987 
















10,196 

2,102 

8.701 

8,917 
908 
1,262 
1,7)3 
.'Mil-, 
109] 
6.360 


10,878 

2,007 
3,668 
4,898 
977 
1,161 
1,701 
6,066 
2.161 
6.899 


21.074 

4,109 
7,264 
8,316 
1,986 
2,42:1 
3,414 

11,751 
4,242 

13,249 


B60 1 462 822 


21,896 ■ 

4,139 
7,500 
8,339 
1,935 
2,427 
3,440 
11,818 
4,261 




128 
10 

"*j 

14 
87 
3 
21 


118 246 
14. 24 






2 
12 
30 

6 
13 


4 

26 
67 
9 




Nnnl. 1'njvidence 




ToWN« OF I'BUHu'i C<> 




87,77* 

£1,228 

476 
866 
1,348 
1,466 
2.137 
926 
1,713 


28,918 

26,901 

496 
832 
1,383 
1,646 
2,228 
992 
1,721 


49,129 

972 
l.UW 
2,731 
3,012 
4,365 
1,917 
3,434 


283 

606 
5 

i 

47 

in." 


208 

871 

2 


440. 57,132 

1,687 50,666 

9l 981 






4! 7j 2,738 
45' 92! 3,104 

187 3521 4,717 






18, 18 86J 8,470 


Washington County.. 


8,931 
82,302 


6468 

88,866 


18,129 
170,667 


■2* 
1,831 


300! 886 18,715 
2,121 3,962' 174,619 





















I 

/'■> 



.;» 



\ 



